St Joseph’s Catholic College

Sixth Form
Courses

English Literature

Awarding Body:
Pearson Edexcel

Students will study an exciting range of Drama, Prose
and Poetry texts, ranging from Shakespeare’s work to
the Romantic, Victorian and modern poets, including
Victorian and modern novels and modern plays such as
A Streetcar Named Desire.
The Coursework component offers students the chance to explore an aspect
of literature that is of a personal interest to them, as well as gaining experience
of dissertation work that they will have to complete at university.
Over the past 15 years, St. Joseph’s students have entered a variety of degrees,
the most popular being English Literature, English Language, Drama, Law,
Philosophy, Politics and Ethics (PPE), Accountancy and Business, Criminology.
Our Literature students often go on to attend the most prestigious universities
in the land, ranging from Exeter and Warwick to Oxford. In 2014 alone, 40% of
our English Literature cohort went on to study English Literature at university.

AS Level

A Level

Component 1:

Component 1:

Component 3:

Poetry & Drama – Written
examination, lasting 2 hours (60%).
Students study a selection of
specified poetry from a post-2000
text and one chosen drama, from a
choice of tragedy or comedy.

Drama – 30% of the total
qualification. Written examination,
lasting 2 hours and 15 minutes.
Students study one Shakespeare
play and one other drama, from a
choice of tragedy or comedy.

Poetry – 30% of the total qualification.
Written examination 2 hrs 15 minutes.
Students study a selection of poetry
from a post-2000 collection and
poetry from either a literary period or
a named poet within a literary period.

Component 2:

Component 2:

Coursework:

Prose – Written examination, lasting
1 hour (40%). Students study two
prose texts from a chosen theme.
At least one of the prose texts must
be pre-1900. Students answer one
comparative essay question from a
choice of two, on their studied theme:
‘Science and Society’.

Prose – 20% of the total qualification.
Written examination, lasting 1 hour.
Students study two prose texts from
a chosen theme.

20% of the total qualification.
Students have a free choice of two texts.
These texts are different from those
for examination and may be linked by
theme movement, author or period.

At least one of the prose texts must
be pre-1900.

One extended comparative essay is
produced, 2,500-3,000 words in length.

The pass rate at A* - E grade is consistently 100% for St. Joseph’s students, whilst the A*- C rate
has been an average of 70% in the past five years. This is a notable achievement, as we accept
students through the full range of GCSE A* - C grade achievement; all our students work hard
and enjoy the texts that they study, taking a love of Literature forward into their lives, as well as
an academic qualification that is highly valued by employers and higher education providers.
As well as demonstrating the ability to write coherently and cogently, an A Level in English
Literature proves that you can argue and debate various viewpoints, using evidence to develop
a logical argument. These qualities are valued in a variety of careers, such as accountancy, law,
administration, media/journalism, marketing/advertising/PR and, of course, teaching.

Mathematics

Awarding Body: OCR

Mathematics is an exciting and challenging subject.
Taking a real world problem and creating and applying
mathematical models to aid understanding is hugely
satisfying and rewarding.
Mathematics equips you with uniquely powerful ways to describe, analyse
and charge the world. It can simulate moments of pleasure and wonder for
you when you solve a problem for the first time, discover a more elegant
solution, or notice hidden connections.
Students who are functional in mathematics and financially capable are able
to think independently in applied and abstract ways, and can reason, solve
problems and assess risks.
Past A level students have go onto work as Risk Analysts, Environmental
Officers and work within the Ministry of Defence.

A Level
Component 1: Mathematical Processes
Includes mathematical arguments and language, mathematical problem solving and Mathematical modelling.

Component 2: Pure Mathematics
Includes Algebra and Geometry; Solving Equations and Inequalities, Surds, Indices, Curve Sketching, Logarithms,
Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, Calculus and Curve Sketching.

Component 3: Mechanics
Includes Modelling, Vectors, Kinematics, Force, Newton’s Laws of Motion and Projectiles.

Component 4: Statistics
Includes Data Presentation, Probability and Binomial Distribution.
Pure Mathematics involves extensions to areas currently being studied as GCSE level, such as trigonometry, graph
work and algebra, as well as many new areas.
Mechanics involves much physics –based work, such as momentum, the effects of forces and the laws of motion.
Statistics involves topics such as probability, averages, representation of data and extensions to these areas. Although
you will see very few jobs titled ‘Mathematician’, the subject has a wide application across the working world and is
highly valued by employers and universities alike. It is easy to fall into the trap of thinking that there are only some
options that are either finance sector roles or teaching – Mathematicians find employment across a broad range of
sectors including engineering, information and technology, oil industry, biotechnology and the civil service.

Physics

Awarding Body: AQA

Stretching the limits of our understanding of the world
we live in, A Level Physics offers you the chance to
understand some of the more complex ideas that form
the building blocks of our universe.
This A level Physics course will develop your knowledge of key ideas and
concepts, whilst developing your skills at solving interesting and mind
boggling problems.
Our ideas of how the universe and everything in it works are constantly
developing as new discoveries are made; If you want to be part of the future,
discovering where we have come from, or the solutions to the big challenges
of today, then Physics is for you.

Year 1

Year 2

1. Measurements and their errors 1. Further mechanics and
thermal physics
2. Particles and radiation
2. Fields and their
3. Waves
consequences
4. Mechanics and materials
3. Nuclear Physics
5. Electricity

A Level Results in 2015
Criteria
A* - A

50%

A* - C

75%

Pass Rate

100%

4. Astrophysics

Students who study A Level Physics will often go on to university to study Physics or mathematical related degrees, a
large number of students have secured places in a Russell group university.
Throughout the two year course students will complete 12 assessed practical tasks. These tasks will require students
to demonstrate their skills in carefully manipulating experimental equipment, analyse results and calculate the
uncertainty in their results.
The course covers a wide range of topics, including particle physics looking at the 12 fundamental particles and how
they join to make hadrons, through to the life cycle of start, predicting what will happen to our sun in the future.
Studying the scientific theories suggested by many of the great physicists of the past such as Newton’s laws of
motion and Einstein’s theory of special relatively. Students will develop their skills as critical thinkers and will have the
opportunity to show and develop the skills fundamental to studying beyond A Level.

Biology

Awarding Body: AQA

Biology is an ever changing and exciting subject that
involves the study of a wide range of biological areas, as
well as interesting and varied practical work.
To study Biology A Level you need to have effective
communication skills, be organised and punctual, show
a willingness to work, have enthusiasm and, of course,
a positive attitude!
Throughout the course you will develop a range of practical biological skills, a
vast amount of biological knowledge and the ability to apply your knowledge
to real life, relative industries with the opportunity to discuss many ethical
issues surrounding current research.

AS Level

A Level

1. Biological molecules

Includes AS topics plus:

2. Cells

5. Energy Transfers in and between organisms

3. Organisms exchange substances with their
environment

6. Organisms respond to changes in their internal
and external environment.

4. Genetic information, variation, and
relationships between organisms.

7. Genetics, populations, evolution, and ecosystems.

Several of our current A Level students are going on to
study Biology at higher education as part of degree
courses in Midwifery, Marine Biology, Physiotherapy and
Biochemistry to name but a few.

A Level Results in 2015

This course will give you the opportunity to grow in your
understanding of many different biological concepts,
from the structure of a plant, through understanding how
some of the most complex organ systems operate in the
human body.
You will develop your skills as an experimental scientist
and a critical thinker as you complete experiments and
evaluate your results throughout the two years.

8. The control of gene expression.

Criteria
A* - A

18%

A* - C

55%

Pass Rate

100%

Chemistry

Awarding Body: OCR B

Chemistry is central to understanding everything
around us and to finding solutions to the challenges
facing our planet.
Chemistry is the study of substances, what they are made of, how they
interact and their role in living things. It enables us to make sense of the
world around us; from exploring possible solutions to global warming to
considering how new medicines are developed; from understanding how to
restore old paintings to suggesting how best to maximise crop yields. It is the
central science, linking closely to physics, biology and geology and providing
the opportunity to explore many of the challenges facing the world today.

Year 12:

Year 13:

• Elements of Life
• Developing Fuels
• Elements from the Sea
• The Ozone Story
• What’s in a Medicine
Assessed through examination.

•
•
•
•
•

The Chemical Industry
Polymers and Life
The Oceans
Developing Metals
Colour by Design

A Level Results in 2015
Criteria
A* - A

14%

A* - C

79%

Studying Chemistry provides the opportunity to practise a range of essential study skills including research, planning,
critical analysis of data, evaluation and presentation of work.
It encourages you to develop confidence in a wide range of practical skills, and to work effectively as part of a group,
contributing ideas and working together to solve problems.
he course aims to convey the excitement of contemporary chemistry and to link industrial applications and
recent research to the concepts needed at A Level. It is well resourced, with a variety of challenging activities,
including laboratory work, data analysis and application of IT. Practical skills are reported separately as a Practical
Endorsement in Chemistry. This is assessed in College throughout the two year course.
Many higher education courses have Chemistry as an entry requirement, including medicine, veterinary science,
dentistry and pharmacy, as well as chemistry and chemical engineering. It is recommended if you are considering
biology, biological science or geology and is a well-regarded subject, providing entry into a wide range of professions.

History

Awarding Body: Edexcel

An exhilarating opportunity to study the development
of key global, political and social issues, vitally relevant
to the present day world.
This course began in September 2015 and has already proved popular.
History has an excellent record of students going on to study the subject or
related subjects at university.
However, students have achieved well at A Level at St Joseph’s. In 2014 all
students were graded between A – C, with a similar picture in previous years.
We have had notable examples of students taking the subject at degree
level at prestigious universities.

AS Level

A Level

Papers 1 and 2: Democracies in change

Paper 3: Themes in breadth with aspects in depth:

Britain and the USA in the Twentieth Century: two units
looking at the changing challenge to democracy within
two different modern nations.

This unit requires a study of developments over a long period
of time with a focus on particular details within the period –

Paper 1: Britain transformed, 1918–97

With a focus on major overseas conflicts, and the
political, social and economic impact of changes in the
military. We will study changing military organisation,
the changing role of soldiers and weapons, and the
‘Home Front’ in War (media, finance and industry etc).

With units investigating political and economic change,
the creation and development of the Welfare State, a
range of issues such as Race and Immigration, wealth,
popular culture (cinema, cars, music etc) and the role of
women. There is a focus on Historians’ views of the era
of Margaret Thatcher from 1979-1997.

Paper 2: The USA, 1955–92
Conformity and Challenge with chronological units
looking at the growth of consumer USA in the 1950s, the
development of the Civil Rights movement, protest and
reform under Presidents Kennedy and Johnson, political,
cultural and social change in the 1970s, the Republican
policies of Reagan in the 1980s along with developing
issues such as the AIDs crisis and the role of women.

The British experience of warfare, c1790–1918

Depth studies cover the Napoleonic Wars, the Crimean
War, the Boer War, trench warfare in World War One,
and the War in the Air 1914-1918.

Coursework
Students will complete an independently researched
assignment developing their skills of analysis and
evaluation of interpretations of History. Students will
examine the work of the Historian and specifically form
a critical view of the works of three historians on the
chosen issue for the coursework essay.

The list of careers/further education with a History A level is endless. History does not ‘close
doors’ to degrees, for example someone wanting to do Medicine could easily fulfil all the scientific
requirements and do History A Level as well.
It may surprise you to learn that historians do, in fact, provide more directors of Britain’s leading
companies in proportion to the number of graduates than any other subject, outperforming law,
science and engineering.

Geography

Awarding Body:
AQA (7036)

A-level Geography will enable you to be inspired by
contemporary and current geographical issues and to
critically engage with geographical theory and skills,
which can be applied to the world around you.
You will grow as independent thinkers and as informed and engaged citizens,
which will then help you to see the importance of Geography as one of the
key disciplines relevant to understanding the world’s changing peoples,
places and environments.
Geography combines well with almost all other subjects. Students often
combine Geography with subjects like Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry
and Biology. Geography supports applications for many science based
university courses like Engineering, Psychology, Environmental Sciences,
Oceanography, Urban Management, Education and Geology. Previous
students have also chosen Geography alongside other Humanities based
subjects, such as Economics, Business Studies, Politics, Sociology and English
Language and French.
As well as opting to go to university, many of our students have chosen to go
straight into employment, because A-level Geography develops the transferrable
and key skills that employers are looking for. This qualification can also lead
to further training in such areas as the law, accountancy and journalism.
We run a range of national and international trips, some of which are an
integral part of the course. During Easter 2016, we were fortunate to visit
Iceland- seeing a spectacular range of volcanic landscapes and studied how
humans interact with their unique environment. Over the next year, we hope
to visit Sicily to compare and contrast the two geographically rich areas.

Component 1 –
Physical Geography
(40% of A-level)

Component 2 –
Human Geography
(40% of A-level)

Component 3 –
Geography fieldwork investigation
(20% of A-level)

Section A: Water and Carbon Cycles

Section A: Global Systems and Global
Governance

Individual investigation based on a
question which has been designed
and developed by the student,
relating to any part of specification
content. The investigation must
include data which has been
collected in the field.

Section B: Coastal Systems and
Landscapes
Section C: Hazards

Section B: Changing Places
Section C: Resource Security

Business Studies

Awarding Body: AQA

Business is front-page news. The way companies
operate is under greater scrutiny than ever before,
while TV programmes like The Apprentice and Dragon’s
Den have raised the profile of Business to a new
generation.
Students who have taken A Level Business Studies have gone on to higher
education and then secured employment in business, management, finance,
marketing, accountancy, retail, administration, law, human resources.
Three of the top ten highest paid graduate salaries are business courses.

AS Level

A Level

1. What is business?

The A-level incorporates the same six topics as
AS, plus the following additional topics:

2. Managers, leadership and decision making
3. Decision making to improve marketing
performance

7. Analysing the strategic position of a business

4. Decision making to improve operational
performance

9. Strategic methods: how to pursue strategies

8. Choosing strategic direction (A-level only)
10. Managing strategic change

5. Decision making to improve financial performance
6. Decision making to improve human resource
performance
Statistics show that St Joseph’s students have gone on to the following;

• 2014 60% of pupils went on to study business courses at university
• 20% set up their own business after their A levels.
• 2013 40% of pupils went on to study business courses at university.

Performing Arts

Awarding Body: Edexcel

BTEC L3 Extended Certificate in Performing Arts NQF
Our course focuses on acting through a range of
different genres, such as musical theatre, educational
theatre and mask work, offering you valuable
opportunities to explore the Performing Arts either at
higher education or by moving into the industry.
Equivalent to one A Level, the BTEC in Performing Arts covers a wide
spectrum of acting skills and techniques. Students who are studying this
course regularly perform their own shows, as part of the wider College
Performing Arts Festivals or as a touring company in our feeder primary
schools. This course provides many opportunities to develop personal
qualities such as leadership, responsibility, commitment and team work.
Students on this course are expected to undertake out of lesson study as
part of the course. Most of this will be within groups.

Year 1

Year 2

Level 3: National Extended Certificate in
Performing Arts = 1 x AS Level

Level 3: National Extended Certificate in
Performing Arts = 1 x A Level

• Investigating Practitioners’ work.
• Developing Skills and Techniques for
Live performance.

• Group Performance Workshop.
• Acting Styles.

As part of this course there are trips to various
performances in the theatre. In Year 12 there is a trip to
a musical in London’s West End and visits to the Royal
Shakespeare Company and in Year 13 there will be
a trip to see a play. Throughout the course there are
opportunities to attend other local performances.

Exam results

This is a course for anyone who wishes to follow a
career in any aspect of performance. These include
acting, directing, writing, performance support, singing
or dancing.

Criteria

2011

2013

2014

A*-E SJCC

100%

100%

100%

A*-E National

99%

99%

N/A

A*-C SJCC

100%

100%

100%

A*-C National

76%

78%

N/A

A*-A SJCC

83%

100%

81%

A*-A National

48%

48%

N/A

(No Students in 2015)

Sociology

Awarding Body: OCR

What is it that shapes society? How do issues of gender or
social class, impact on individuals or the wider community?
A Level Sociology will examine such fundamental questions
as these and teach you how to research, analyse, interpret
and debate highly topical issues.
Future areas of study include Sociology; Criminology; Law; Nursing/Midwifery;
Education/Teaching; Social policy; Counselling/Youth work; Media/Advertising;
Public services; Politics; Other humanities/social science/English based courses.
Future areas of employment include Teaching/Education; Nursing; Law; Police;
Social Work; Media/Journalism; Advertising/marketing; Public services.

AS Level

A Level

Unit 1:

Unit 1:

Introducing Socialisation, Culture and
Identity, with theme of family.

Introducing Socialisation, Culture and
Identity, with theme of family.

(50% of course)

(30% of course)

Unit 2: Research methods and researching
social inequalities

Unit 2:

Understanding social inequalities
(50% of course)

Understanding social inequalities
(35% of course)

Unit 3:

Research methods and researching
social inequalities

Debates in Contemporary Society

Globalisation and the digital social world, plus debates
explored through a detailed study of Education
(30% of course)
The majority of A-Level sociology students go onto higher education. Over the previous two years we have had students
going to university to study adults/childs mental health, sociology, social sciences, law, primary teaching, nursing,
criminology, business and marketing, and a range of subject based degrees.
In addition, one student gained a training position with an outdoor education provider.
Notable course achievements include; 100% pass rate at A-level for the past 10 years; The majority of students
consistently achieving their best or equal best result in Sociology. Four students who recently undertook the whole A
level in 1 year all achieved above their target grades.
Huge interest and enthusiasm for the course we are running, have two Year 12 groups in September
2016 due to the demand for the subject, as well as two groups undertaking the Year 13 course. This
makes it a popular subject in Sixth Form.

“My study of Sociology has enabled me to understand more about the society
around us and how this has impacted on our social class structure.”

Art and Design

Awarding Body: AQA

British designers and artists continue to forge exciting
and lucrative careers at the forefront of creative
industries across the world. Develop your skills from
GCSE, creating work that’s challenging, individual and
expressive.
In our current economic climate it makes sense to work in an industry which
is still expanding rapidly, offering opportunities and the chance to be truly
innovative. The creative sector in the UK is currently expanding at twice the
rate of the rest of the economy. This means there has never been a better
time to combine your talents with a little hard work, giving you a route into
such areas as Fashion, Advertising, Interior Design, Photography, Graphic
Design or Architecture, Illustration, set Design, Commercial and Fine Art.

AS Level

A Level

AS Fine Art/Art and Design is a one year course
consisting of two practical units.

A Level Fine Art is a two year course consisting
of two units.

AS Fine Art enables students to develop their own visual,
creative language and explore their own ideas, concepts
and personalities through a variety of visual media. Fine Art
focuses on aesthetics and concepts with traditional media,
while Art and Design encourages students to explore the
full range of artistic techniques and processes. During Unit
1, students initially explore a broad range of materials and
techniques before developing and refining. Unit 2 is an
externally set assignment and students must select and
respond to themes provided by AQA before creating a
personal outcome during a ten hour assessment.

During the first year, students will be taught alongside
the AS course and will explore a range of techniques
and skills before refining and producing a body of
personal work. Students will then explore their ideas
and interests in depth, developing their body of work
fully. Unit two is an externally set assignment and
students must select and respond to themes provided
by AQA before creating a personal outcome during a
fifteen hour assessment.

The Art and design course is broad and the ‘unendorsed’ nature enables students to improve their knowledge and
ability in a range of areas before specialising. At AS level you can expect to experiment with 2D and 3D materials,
exploring print, drawing, painting, clay, photography and mixed media.
We recognise the need to have dedicated work space, so there is a fully equipped room specifically for A level,
complete with MACS (industry standard), printer and display space. We also recognise that students are often at
their most creative when they are outside a classroom or studio, absorbing influences and inspiration. Consequently,
we visit galleries in London and Bristol, alongside a range of smaller trips.
A qualification in Art and Design will prepare you for Foundation Courses and Degrees in the full
range of creative subjects. We have strong links with Swindon College and many of our students
go on to study their excellent Foundation Course, the typical route into Art and Design post A level.
Alternatively, you can take a more direct route into your chosen specialism and students have
recently progressed to outstanding Art Schools at Brighton, Bath and Central St Martins. Some
Students go onto Apprenticeships within the Graphic Design field.

Philosophy & Ethics

Awarding Body: Edexcel

(Religious Studies)
Religious Studies A level will consist of 3 main areas of study.
In Philosophy you will study theories about the creation of the universe and
the existence of God. You will also examine the debate over whether God and
evil and suffering can co-exist.
Ethics greets us each morning in the newspapers and bids us good night
on the evening news. Questions and dilemmas challenge us on a personal
level all the time in our relationships at home, college or in society. You will
study how people come to make decisions on a whole range of issues such as
sexual behaviour (pornography, homosexuality), marriage and divorce, war
and peace. You will ask big questions: How should I behave? How must I live?
Is honesty always really necessary? Is killing a person ever justified?
Never has an understanding of other world religions, their practices and
beliefs been more important! The UK is an increasingly multi-cultural and
multi-faith society and in the study of religion you will focus on the key beliefs
and practices of Islam or Christianity. This will also provide an opportunity
to reflect on and explore the place and role of religion in the modern world.

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Paper 4: Study of Religion

Content overview
Philosophical issues and questions; the nature and
influence of religious experience; Problems of evil and
suffering; Philosophical language; Works of scholars;
Influences of developments in religious belief.

Options
Students take one of the following six options:
4A: Buddhism
4B: Christianity
4C: Hinduism
4D: Islam
4E: Judaism
4F:
Sikhism
Content overview
Religious beliefs, values and teachings; Sources of
wisdom and authority; Practices that shape and express
religious identity; Social and historical developments;
Works of scholars; Religion and society; Primary texts.

Assessment overview
An externally-assessed written examination comprising
three sections. Students answer all questions in Section
A, and Section B, and choose one question in Section C.
Section A: Three short, structured questions.
Section B: Two extended-response questions on an
unseen passage.
Section C: A choice of two extended essay questions.

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
Content overview
Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and
ethics; a study of three ethical theories; Application of
ethical theories to issues of importance; Ethical language;
Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars;
Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues.
Assessment overview
As Paper 1 and Paper 4

Assessment overview
An externally-assessed written examination comprising
three sections. Students answer all questions in Section
A and Section B, and choose one question in Section C.
Section A: Three short, structured questions.
Section B: Two extended-response questions on an
unseen passage.
Section C: A choice of two extended
essay questions.

Further Maths

Awarding Body: OCR (MEI)

For someone who enjoys mathematics this course
provides a challenge and a chance to explore new and
more sophisticated mathematical concepts.
Further Mathematics introduces new topics such as matrices and complex
numbers that are vital in many mathematics-rich degrees, making the
transition to such degrees far more straightforward. Studying Further
Mathematics also boosts your performance in A-level Mathematics.
Any student capable of passing an A-level in Mathematics should also be
able to pass Further Mathematics. Studying Further Mathematics also
consolidates and reinforces your standard A Level Mathematics work,
helping you to achieve your best possible grades.

Year 12

Year 13

Optional modules

Unit 1: Core Pure Mathematics

Unit 4: Core Pure Mathematics

Mechanics

Unit 2: An optional module
form the list shown on the right

Unit 5: Core Pure Mathematics

Statistics

Unit 6: An optional module
from the list shown on the right

Numerical Methods

Unit 3: An optional module
from the list shown on the right

Modelling with Algorithms
Extra pure
Further pure with technology

It is a challenging qualification which both extends and deepens your knowledge and understanding beyond the
standard A Level Mathematics.
Any student planning to take a mathematics-rich degree (this covers a very wide range of academic areas including
Engineering, Sciences, Computing, Finance, Economics as well as Mathematics itself) will benefit enormously from
taking Further Mathematics at least to AS level. If you are not planning to study for a mathematics-rich degree but
are keen on Mathematics, you will find Further Mathematics a very enjoyable course.
Having a Further Mathematics qualification identifies student’s analytical skills, whatever area you plan to study or
work within. Further Mathematics qualifications are highly regarded and are strongly welcomed by universities.
Students who take Further Mathematics are really demonstrating a strong commitment to their studies.

