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Dear Parents/Carers
There are a number of exciting developments of which I need to update you. The first being that the
College has been invited to become a High Performing Specialist School (HPSS) by the Department
of Education. This is as a result of our ‘outstanding’ Ofsted in 2008 and the work we have done since
that time.
This means that we have had the opportunity to apply for a second specialism to start in September
2010. The specialism we are applying for is Applied Learning. We have chosen this option for a
number of reasons: it fits well with our present specialism, Business & Enterprise (skills based learning), the fact that we already deliver many applied learning courses, such as the Diploma, BTEC,
Applied GCSEs and we have our innovative Flexible Friday programme already in place.
“A core aim of applied learning is to improve students’ aspirations and employability skills.” It is our
hope that the achievement of a second specialism will continue to improve not only students’ experiences at the College but also their life chances. We should know by the middle of June if we have
been successful in our bid.
The second update is regarding the Kirkland Rowell parental survey that took place on Academic
Review Day in January. I have already fed back to both students and staff on their survey responses.
I would like to thank all those parents who took part, nearly 50%, which was “a good overall response
rate”.
In summary, “The parents gave an excellent overall performance score of 83%,
while among the parents whose children were not in their first year at the School,
41% said that the School had improved over the past year while only 2% thought
that the School’s performance was worse. Of the parents of new pupils, 40% said
that they thought that the School was better than they had expected it to be and
only 3% thought that the School’s performance was worse”. I think this is a great
testament to both our students and our staff for their hard work and commitment
to the College. More details of the Kirkland Rowell survey on page 4.
‘Your top priority for improvement was communication.’ To this end, as of
September 2010 we are introducing a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) and
an improved web site. All parents will be able to access attendance and reports on line and so keep
abreast of their child’s progress. There will be more
details in our next newsletter on this new venture.
Also in this issue...

I would like to finish by thanking you for your
continuing support and loyalty to the College.
Maureen Harries
Headteacher
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St Joseph’s Induction dates for September 2010

Information

• Wednesday 1st September - Staff Training Day
• Thursday 2nd September - Year 11, Year 12 & Year 13
• Friday 3rd September - Year 8 & Year 10 (Year 12 Avon Tyrell)
• Monday 6th September - Year 7 (Year 12 University Day)
• Tuesday 7th September - Year 7 & Year 9
• Wednesday 8th September - All Students into College
All students are expected to be on site at 8.20am on their allocated
induction days.

Uniform
I would like to remind parents about the following uniform rules which cause
us the most concern throughout the year:
• Skirts
Skirts should be: Knee length, free moving, not tight against the legs and
without slits.
• Jewellery
One pair of small stud earrings in the ear lobe and one watch only. No other
forms of body/facial piercing are allowed. Jewellery must not be worn during
PE lessons due to Health and Safety laws. We therefore recommend that
ear piercing is carried out during the longer holiday periods, i.e. the summer
holidays.
• Shoes
Plain black sensible shoes, preferably flat. No logos, coloured flares, coloured stitching, high heels, boots or trainers. No sandals or sling backs. N.B.
Trainers must not be worn in the building.
• Make-up
Currently the rule is: No excessive make-up and no nail varnish. However,
feedback from parents suggest that some students feel compelled to wear
make-up because of peer pressure. We will therefore be looking into reviewing the policy and putting it into place in September 2010
The full uniform rules can be found on the College web site and in Student
Planners.
E O’Connell
Assistant Head Teacher Student Services
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Examinations Suggestions and Reminders
The summer session of examinations is now upon us, I hope candidates will find the information
below useful.
Check your timetable regularly and carefully to ensure you do not miss any of your examinations
Plan your revision
Go to bed early the night before an examination
Do not skip your breakfast

Do you need to go to the toilet? Please go before attending your exam venue
Please arrive at your exam venue 10-15 minutes before your exam is due to start. This will
ensure your exam starts on time.
If you are late for an exam, report to the exams office. Do not go to your exam venue.
When entering any exam venue you must do so in complete silence.
Mobile phones, MP3s, iPods, MP4s, etc, should not be brought to an exam venue; ideally they
should be left at home. However, if you have brought any of these items with you, they must
be handed in to an invigilator as you enter the exam venue. Failure to do so could result in you
failing your exam.
Only clear pencil cases are allowed on exam desks.
Calculator covers which display instructions are not allowed and should either be left at home or
put under your chair while your exam is taking place.
You must not attempt to communicate, in any way, with other candidates.

Information

Remember to bring water with you – clear plastic bottles only. Fizzy drinks are not allowed
Make sure you bring the following minimum equipment with you. It is not the responsibility of
the college to provide these:
Black pens
Pencils
Ruler
Rubber
Coloured pencils/pens for diagrams, charts, etc only
Geometric equipment, a protractor, a pair of compasses, etc, required for some exams
Calculators – required for some exams

You must not cause any distraction or disruption to other candidates.
Either of the above could result in you failing your examination.
If you need help, raise your hand and an invigilator will come to you.
When your exam is over, do not leave your seat until asked to do so by your invigilator.
Remember: you remain under exam conditions until you leave the exam venue.
Mr I cotrell
Examinations officer
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Summary of the Kirkland Rowell Report
With regard to Core Parent Priorities, as you can see from the table, 15 non
academic areas received significantly higher scores than the previous survey.
Over 75% is judged to be ‘outstanding’ regarding criteria with over 70% being
good. An ‘overall’ rating of over 80% is judged to be ‘outstanding’. The College
achieved 83%.

Information

Core Parent Priorities
Criteria

Weighted
Score %

Previous
Survey

%
Change

School facilities

85.6

86.9

-1.3

School security

83.7

82.0

+1.7

Availability of resources

80.0

73.1

+6.9

Developing moral values

79.4

75.7

+3.6

School discipline

78.9

71.2

+7.7

Computer access

78.1

72.6

+5.5

Community Spirit

78.1

71.3

+6.8

Teaching quality

76.3

73.0

+3.4

School Communication

75.9

72.9

+3.0

Levels of homework

75.9

68.6

+7.3

Careers advice

75.5

72.1

+3.4

Developing potential

75.1

68.2

+6.9

Truancy Control

74.7

72.9

+1.7

Control of bullying

74.6

72.0

+2.6

Developing confidence

74.1

66.7

+7.4

Caring teachers

73.6

70.5

+3.1

Happiness of child

72.9

67.1

+5.7

Exam results

72.2

67.9

+4.2

Social health education

72.0

68.6

+3.4

Choice of subjects

71.1

69.4

+1.7

“Overall Rating”

83.3

80.7

+2.5

Only Highlighted changes should be considered significant

With regard to academic areas, parents appear to be happy with the delivery of
subjects across the College. Religious education scored highest this time with
83%, an improvement of over 9.8% from the last survey. The RE department
are justifiably proud of this achievement. Drama, Art, Tutorial. Food Technology
all showed an upward trend. Other subject areas were classified as good according to the survey with no subject falling below the satisfactory line.
Both the non academic and academic feedback has already been discussed by
relevant colleagues and departments and will form part of our Self Evaluation
(SEF) documentation with action plans in place for September 2010.
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Have you moved house or changed your telephone
number/s?
In order for us to be able to contact you regarding your child/ren in an emergency, or to keep you updated with their progress, it is important that we
always hold up to date address and telephone number information for you and
your child/ren.
If you move house or update your telephone number/s, please ensure that
you notify the college in writing as soon as possible.
Many thanks for your co-operation with this matter.

Park ‘n’ Stride arrangement with Tesco’s – the healthy way.
The safety of our students is paramount, we therefore ask parents not to drive
onto the College site to drop off at the start of the day or to pick up on site at
the end of the day, as these are the busiest times and we need to limit the
number of vehicles on site.
Parents are allowed to drop students in the Tesco car park as stopping on
Ocotal Way, a freeway, is illegal and warrants a £30 fine. It is also dangerous.
Please support us by using this facility and not breaking the law.
E O’Connell
Assistant Head Teacher Student Services

Year 8 Kintbury Retreat

Information

Students being Driven to College

There is a 24 hour Residential Retreat for Year 8 on Friday 9th July at
St Cassian’s Centre in Kintbury. We return at 5.00pm on Saturday.
The Cost is £35 and letters are available from Mrs Croft in the Language
Family area or from Reception
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Information

Information from Swindon Borough Council
Sanford House Reception will be closing to members of the public on 11th
May and all reception services provided from Sanford will be moving to the
newly refurbished One Stop Shop in Wat Tyler House with effect from 11th
May. Therefore any parents who would have previously visited Sanford
House Reception regarding School Admissions, School Transport and Free
School Meals queries, should now visit the One Stop Shop. The officers in the
School Admissions Team will remain at Sanford House, and will be available
to speak to parents via the One Stop Shop if appropriate.
Any enquiries about Children’s Services should be directed to the One Stop
Shop (unless you have a prior appointment with an officer). For enquiries
over the phone, all parents should phone the Swindon Direct number 01793
445500 in the first instance. All services will be fully operational on Tuesday
11th May 2010 at the One Stop Shop in Wat Tyler House.
Staff or visitors with appointments with Sanford House staff should still go to
Sanford House main entrance to sign in where they will be met either by a
security officer or by relevant member of staff.

Free School Meals
We would like to inform you that the Free School Meals (FSM) Service, which
has been administered by the School Admissions Team in previous years, will
now be delivered by the Central Admin Team at the Business Support Unit of
the Council at the Civic Annex, Euclid Street. This is with effect from the 11th
May 2010. The Central Admin Team, who will be processing all FSM forms,
will notify parents by letter as to whether or not they are entitled to FSM. They
will also notify schools on a weekly basis of the number of children that are
eligible for free school meals at their school.
In terms of obtaining forms, parents will be able collect these from the One
Stop Shop, online (http://www.swindon.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals) or from
schools. The link below will take you to the most up top date form to be used:
http://www.swindon.gov.uk/free_school_lunches_form_apr_2010.pdf
Any public enquiries regarding Free School Meals should be directed to
01793 445500, or in person to the One Stop Shop.
Further details regarding parents re-applying for the next academic year will
be communicated in due course.
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Quiz Night
Quiz night in aid of Future in Our Hands Education & Development Fund (reg
charity number. 1047953)
25th June 7.00 - 10.00pm at St Joseph’s Catholic College
Price £6 (includes a 2 course meal)
Funds will be used for the treatment and rehabilitation of poor and severely
disabled children in Africa.

Sixth Form Employment News
At the end of April this year, Mrs Bailey, Head of Sixth Form, informed me of a
possible internship vacancy that she had received the details for. The internship was for a recruitment company called Reed Employment.
I contacted Reed Employment and was invited for an interview with them on
Monday 26th April 2010. After a successful interview they offered me the position. After I have completed Sixth Form and my A-level examinations I will start
at Reed Employment on a 12 week contract which may lead to a permanent
offer of a job.
Chantelle McGrory, Year 13

Information

Tickets available in Church porches or contact Alan Stewart or
Julia Starczewski
astewart@stjosephs.swindon.sch.uk
chaplain@stjosephs.swindon.sch.uk

Porta-Cabin Art
Miss Wiltshire (Art) has arranged for a group of Year 12 students to go to Holy
Rood Junior School and paint their new porta-cabin with a sporting mural. Holy
Rood is running a competition to get their students to design a mural and the
winning design will feature on the porta-cabin.
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Cultural Architects
The Year 8 & 9 boys have been practising their break dancing routine to perform at Swindon Dance’s May Manoeuvres Performance on 14th May. They
have been working with the dancer Banxy and video artist Gurch to put together a combined Dance piece and Video Installation which will be projected
behind the live dance performance. They are joined by many other male dance
groups and will be performing in front of a live audience of over 100 guests.
The groups are:

News

Year 9 			

Year 8

Lee Chilley 8A
Edward Dimuna 8S
Shannon Fernandes 9B		
Daniel Whelan 8C
Pasquale Mazzotta 8A
Marco Mazzotta 9L
Valentino Sibilla 8B
Elton Dourado 8M
Corey Horgan 9E			
Josh Bird 8W
Ashley Vas 9B
Kias Bonner-Shea 8W
Lionel Pierira 9B
Sam Guy 8W
Drew Roberts 9A

			

Ashley Vas & Shannon Fernandes
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Poitiers-St Joseph’s French Exchange
We welcomed 14 students and 2 teachers as part of our food and French
theme just after Easter. The French students bought a selection of cheeses
with them and took part in the food tasting sessions organised by Year 10. The
highlights of the week were the cookery session with Mrs Curran and the visit
to London to see some of the main sites. Next year’s exchange will be on the
theme of Music - letters will be available in July.
Miss Price

On May 14th Year 7 students, Olivier Fisher and Josh Gorton, and Year 9
students, Joan Fernandes and Siobhan Squires, will be competing in the final
of Swindon College Cooking challenge. Their challenge is to make a 2 course
meal in 90 minutes using local produce. They must also show a variety of
cooking techniques and presentation skills.
I wish them every success.

News

Swindon College Cooking Challenge

Mrs Curren
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College Production
March 18th & 19th saw the performance of Grease by the students of the
College. Students across the year groups were involved either on stage, behind the scenes helping with the stage management, hair and make up, painting scenery… the list goes on!

Grease

The students rehearsed for about 6 weeks for the musical and their dedication
and commitment was really evident with the amazing performance seen on the
stage!
Danny and Sandy were brilliantly played by Connor Perrin and Emily Pugh.
Rizzo and Kenickie was showcased by Abi Taylor and Joe Young. Frenchy was
amazingly performed by Shannon Winsbury - great hair dos!! Marty and Jan
were portrayed by Elizabeth Webb and Tatiana Fernandes.
David Kirby, Angelo Caruso, Sal and Ben Hrynkiewicz and Adam Tewkesbury
were the unforgettably ‘cool’ T Birds and Jess Long, Lucy Tittensor, Sammie
Firth, Alex McKenna, Anthonia Adekunle and Kristina Huntley were the sophisticated Pink Ladies.
Well done to Hans Dias who stepped in at the last minute and took over the
role of Vince Fontaine! And a special mention for Charlotte Tilley as Patty –
you were amazing!!
The chorus and dancers worked tirelessly on supporting the main cast and the
harmonies and dance steps made the show!
As the producer I would like to thank all the staff and students for all their hard
work, I am sure you will agree that the results were so worth the effort!
Next year… A Night at the Musicals!!
Miss Collins
Subject Leader for Music
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Ski Trip February 2010 – Risoul France
We had a fantastic time on this year’s Ski Trip. The students were wonderful
and many of the hotel guests commented on their good manners and friendly
approach. The ski instructors were equally complementary.
The group bonded well and engaged in the team activities with ‘gusto.’ As there
was no Catholic Church in Risoul we had Mass in the cinema – a strange experience but one we will never forget as the French congregation made us feel very
welcome.
Well done to all the group for being outstanding
and congratulations to the six students who were
assessed in Skiing for their GCSE Sports Studies
practical by their instructors.

A parent wrote:
I’d just like to thank you so much for giving
my children the opportunity to go skiing
with the school. They would never have
this experience if the school didn’t run the
trip and they came home with memories
to last a lifetime. It is not just the trip they
gain from; all year round they are saving their birthday and Christmas money
towards the trip and their ski wear. Please
keep the trip going as my younger son who is at Primary School is already looking forward to when he can go! Many thanks.”

News

One student wrote:
“I would like to say a massive thank you for taking me on the Ski Trip. It was
the first time I had been and when I put my skis on at first I found it tricky but by
the end it all came clear and was so much fun. The entertainment at night was
unforgettable and I really enjoyed the team competition.”
Olivia Cowley Year 9

The next trip is in February 2011 to Italy and there are still 7 places available so
see Mrs O’Connell or Mr Iles if you are interested.
Mrs Elaine O’Connell
Party Leader
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Student Voice

St Joseph’s Parliament Update
Thanks to a group of seven students from Years 8-10: Joanna Vickers 8E and Ellie Lovejoy 8C; Year 9: Ryan Perkins 9B and Gabrielle
Liddiard 9M and in Year 10: Kieran Turner 10C, Kristina Huntley 10B
and Tom Kendal 10E, who attended a Leadership Conference at
Warneford School in Highworth on 26th February including schools
and Colleges from Kingshill, Cirencester, Kingdown, Warminster,
and Warneford School. Students had the opportunity to express their opinions about
learning through leadership.
Thanks to our Year 11 students and six Parliament MPs across various year groups who
assisted in a reciprocal visit from Saint Gregory’s in Bath held at the College on Friday
26 March.
College Parliament has been busy on a range of focuses including College budget and
finances, Youth Forum, Children and Young People’s Strategic Participation Event
(CYPSP) and student lead setting of standards, new catering arrangements and proposal for House system.
House feedback: 75% of tutor groups consulted across Years 7 -10 voted for either yes
or trial of a house system; 59% voting for a trial, 16% voting yes and 25% voting no.
See break down below as verified by College MPs.
MPs have been also liaising directly with staff to act on student feedback e.g. three MPs
visited Helen peace, Business Manager with a list of summary questions from students
across Years 7-10 to identify the answers. These will be passed back to students in the
next constituency meeting in term 5. One MP also had a meeting with mark Fleet, Web
Manager on student communication issues relating to the web e.g. catering menus, College clubs.
Mrs Ash took a group of ten students across year groups from Year 7-11 to a local
Parliamentary ‘Question Time’ event held at Greendown School on Thursday 29 April.
Thanks to Daniel Harrington, Dwayne Desa, Steph Ospina, Tina Hassan, Nigel Nunes,
Ryan Perkins, Joanna Vickers, Calum Marsh, Lola Ofunsho and Jerzy Pilipczuk who
represented Saint Joseph’s and had the opportunity to voice their questions directly to
local Parliamentary candidates and listen to responses on issues of particular interest
to young people. Candidates were Robert Buckland (Con.), Jenni Miles (Green), Steve
Halden (UKIP), Jane Lock (Lib Dem), and Victor Agarwal (Lab).
Ideas and Suggestions: Got any great ideas on how to make College life better? See
any of our MPs or Mrs Ash.
Thank you: Mrs Ash would like to say a huge thank you to College Parliament for all
their effort and hard work.
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Hello, my name is Harley Drew I am in 10C. I am the Youth Forum Link
for St Josephs. My role is to link Youth Forum to St Joseph’s and to find
new members for Youth Forum. I link the Youth Forum priorities to St
Joseph’s Priorities and make sure we work together to improve
Swindon. I have been in Youth Forum for the last 2 years being lead
and now deputy of the Youth Forum Media Priority. I have been a
member of SJCC Parliament since its foundation.
Recently at SJCC Parliament we have:
•
•
•

Upgraded the canteen
Overseen and verified voting on the House System
Gone to events to represent You!

This is based on an update from a meeting held with three Parliament MPs held with Mrs Peace,
Business Manager, held on Thursday 6 May:
1. Is there going to be a ticket system for the Fast track food? It was thought about, but in the end it
was felt that it would be unpractical and in the end unnecessary for the canteen set up.
2. Is the food healthy? Yes, they meet the healthy schools standards.
3. Is there a change of menu in the summer? Yes, it changes anyway but distinctive change is being
looked at too.
4. Could there be a bag rack in the canteen area? No, unfortunately there are health and safety issues.
5. What about the queue jumping and the queuing problem? This has been an issue although we
are pleased with the improvements. This has been improved by joining together the queue dividers,
more staff and students who are wanting panini only queuing to the left side of the main fast-track
queue. Although there will always be an element of queuing a lot of work has gone into improving the
situation for students and we do feel that the catering staff and duty staff have worked hard to reduce
any queuing issues and we feel the overall queuing situation is better than before the changes where
students had to queue in one queue for any food item.
6.Could half a pasta pot be sold for 70p? No, the portion cannot be changed, it was decided by Pasta
King.
7.Could the screens display the current menu? Yes it’s just a matter of organisation.
8.How can students find out what menus are available for that week? These are already advertised
on the flip chart in front of the café area and they are also in the process of being put on the College
moodle site.

Student Voice

Your Questions and Answers on the New catering Arrangements

These questions were YOUR questions raised on your behalf by your MPs and we have it keeps you
informed. If you have any other questions on the canteen arrangements or any other concerns, suggestions or ideas then contact your Year group MP or Mrs Ash.
Mrs Harries, Head teacher will be visiting College Parliament next term. Please forward questions,
ideas and suggestions to your Year group MP or Mrs Ash.
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Student Voice

School Question Time
On Thursday 29th April 2010, 12 students from our College went by mini bus to
Greendown School. Excitement and anticipation filled the air, as many of the
students were guessing as what to expect! We were going to be in Question
Time. Would it be the famous David Dimbleby chairing it? Unfortunately not,
he was in Birmingham getting ready to moderate at the third and final televised
political debate.
The idea of a televised political debate had certainly caught the eye of some
young voters and also helped others to decide who should be the person
behind the doors of Number10 Downing Street. However, we did end up with
a hung parliament!!! But as this televised political debate was being set up, the
school one had just begun. Many people were saying “Oh how exciting!!!”
Well in some respect it was exciting, seeing all the nervous candidates quaking
in their boots and 100 students with question papers in front of them.
Candidates Robert Buckland (Con.), Jenni Miles (Green), Steve Halden
(UKIP), Jane Lock (Lib Dem), and Victor Agarwal (Lab) were all there ready
and waiting. UKIP’s candidate Steve Halden, caused a stir when he said he
wanted to fight for equal rights for both smokers and nonsmokers. Our own
Mrs Ash stood up and fought for the nonsmoker asking him if he was proposing that young people should take up smoking. Good on you Mrs Ash! Other
questions were on Afghanistan, recycling, climate change and then it was all
over … time to go home.
Some questions were answered; some questions tactfully avoided; yet in
political terms, we the students of Swindon, were given the democratic right to
voice our opinions. There is however, one very important message to give our
politicians:
“Look out Mr or Mrs Politician. We may just be school children this time
around – but next time, it’ll be many of our votes which decide
whether or nor you’ll be in Westminster!”

Joanna Vickers 8E
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Year 8 Visit to Ridgeway School
In March a group of Year 8 students were invited to Ridgeway School to take part
in a day organised by the national organisation for promoting Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (www.stemnet.org.uk).
Ridgeway invited clubs and schools around Swindon to the challenge day where
students were able to take part in engineering challenges and meet with professionals from the science and engineering community.
“The activities were fun, enjoyable and exciting. One of the challenges was to
make a waterwheel so we got a bit wet.”
“There were lots of guests who came to speak to us. All of them had amazing
jobs to tell us about. We had to interview them to find out as much as we could
about them – then we were given a card with a persons name on it and we had to
say everything we remembered about them. Thankfully we got it all right.”

“Overall the day was really fun, we would definitely
consider asking others to go!”
Jessica Sharp & Holly Hayward 8S.

News

One of the highlights of the afternoon was a presentation by Dr Mike Leahy who is well known for experimenting on his own body by getting tapeworms to
live inside him and fire ants to bite his feet.
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information advice
and guidance
@ St Joseph’s

Know Yourself to Plan your Future Options
Kudos and Pathfinder are great tools designed to help you:
• Find out more about yourself by completing a questionnaire about your
personal interests
• Explore the career paths you may wish to follow and what qualifications and
qualities are necessary..
• Look at profiles of 1000s of jobs to find out the different ways of entering the
professions and future prospects.
You can now access both these programmes online, and it would be really
helpful to explore them in your own time.
www.pathfinderlive.co.uk
www.cascaid.co.uk
or use the college link
Please see notice boards in college for how to register.

Year 10 Work Experience
The Employer Reports and Certificate for Work Experience are due to arrive
shortly and will then be distributed to all those students who successfully
completed their placements. There are still a few placements due to take
place on 19th-23rd July, mainly for Diploma students who missed the opportunity in March. These are being organised as private placements and
paperwork should be returned to me by 28th May.
The College has received some extremely positive and encouraging feedback from employers, so I’d like to say a big thank you for your effort and
positive attitude towards this programme.
The programme dates for next year will be announced shortly when all year 9
students will be given information to share with parents and carers. Everyone
will be included for 1 week but, there will be an extra week for those students
studying a Diploma.

information advice
and guidance
@ St Joseph’s

Pass It On – How would you like to be involved?

Year 11 Leavers’
By now most students may have a good idea of their post 16 choices. For
those who still have to complete applications, I would urge you to do so now.
If you wait until you receive your results then the places you’re interested in
could be full and you’ll be left disappointed. You will be offered places subject
to exam results and you can always apply for a backup option as well. Don’t
forget if you need Careers Guidance during the summer break you can speak
to a Connexions Advisor. Check their web site for contact information.
www.connexions-direct.uk

Please don’t forget the National Apprenticeships web site
www.apprenticeships.org.uk
Vacancies for trainee positions are advertised in the Careers
Library.
Finally, a note to all students, please don’t forget if you have any
questions or need information advice or guidance,
I am available so please arrange an appointment with me.
Beverley Wolff
IAG Co-ordinator

Business & Enterprise

I would like to organise a notice board for Year 10 students to pass on their
placement experience to Year 9 students so, if you are interested in being interviewed about your placement, please contact me in the B & E office. Also if you
interested in Journalism or have a project for English or Media, and would like
to be the interviewer for this task as part of your own project, I would be happy
to involve you too, so please let me know.

Business & Enterprise
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Year 8 Enterprise Day
Friday 23rd April 2010
The challenge was to design a two page spread for Swindon Town F.C. Junior
Robins to encourage younger people to support the club. The section had to include - a picture from a photo shoot, a game or puzzle, an interview with a player
and at least one original idea. As well as designing the pages for the programme,
the students were also taught a few footie tricks by the Swindon Town Community Team. Each team had to put together
5 interview questions for STFC striker
Vincent Pericard. Then that afternoon
one person from every group was
given the opportunity to put the questions to the man himself. Funky Fledgling (STFC Youth Mascot) was also on
hand for photo shoots which were then
incorporated into the designs. Thanks
to all who supported and participated to
make this another great enterprise day.

The winners were
Luisana Toner, Harry
Western, Liam
O’Donnell & Blanca
Gracias from 8M

Year 7 Recycling Day
Friday 7th May 2010
The Year 7 recycling day comprised of many different activities.

We were also visited by Big Beats
who put on a drumming performance
in the Gym. Each student got the
chance to drum on recycled plastic
barrels.
Swindon Borough Council were also on
site to explain the importance of recycling at home to reduce landfill.

And finally, all the students were given
the opportunity to create a poster to
encourage recycling around the College. The winning four posters will be
displayed in The Street at St. Joseph’s.

The classrooms were moved outside
to work in the college garden as well.
Vegetable boxes were cleared and
re-soiled for fresh seeds to be planted. Work also began on the ‘plastic
bottle greenhouse’. All the collected
bottles were washed and placed on
bamboo poles ready for the structure
to be created. We will keep you up-todate on the progress.

Business & Enterprise

The Art Department weaved recycled
plastic bags onto chicken wire to create
pictures representing the environment.

Business & Enterprise

Year 11 Leavers’ Book
The Young Enterprise Team at St Joseph’s Catholic College is producing a
Year 11 Leavers’ book.
It will contain individual photographs of students as well as pictures from their
time at St Joseph’s.
It will include pictures from their Prom and Leaver’s Service and a College
photograph of all year 11 students.
All students have been invited to add their own words and comments.
The book is a keepsake for remembering friends and teachers of the
College and I am sure will be treasured for years to come.
The Leavers’ Book will be available for collection when students pick up their
exam results in the summer.
To order a copy and for any questions you may have, please contact: Miss
Amanda Green Tel: 714213

Jonathan’s Jungle Road
On Friday 7th of May, I visited St. Joseph’s College for a science workshop. At
this workshop a man called Jonathan showed us a matter of different reptiles
and insects including:
a dead leaf praying mantis,
an African giant black millipede called Millie,
2 crested geckos called Stumpy and Flame,
a western hognose snake called Puff,
and a royal python called Rafiki.
Out of all of the animals on the day, my favourite was Puff as he had an unusual hooked nose for digging, so he could build a nest or intercept a mouse in a
tunnel. We could hold all of the animals involved apart from Flame (who was a
little bit grumpy) and the praying mantis (who was a little bit delicate), but he still
waved at us.
I think that Jonathan’s jungle road show is great and in my opinion, it deserves
10 out of 10 every time.

On Friday 7th May, I visited St. Joseph’s Catholic College for a science workshop. The person running this workshop (Jonathan) showed us lots of different
animals. There was:
a Dead Leaf Praying Mantis,
a millipede named Millie and one of her babies,
two crested geckos, one named Stumpy (who had no tail) and the other named
Flame. A Western Hognose snake called Puff and another snake (a Royal Python) named Rafiki.

News

By Joe Beale, Holy Family Catholic Primary School

Out of all the animals, my favourite animal would have to be Stumpy or Flame,
as I liked the texture of their skin and I liked the different colours that they were.
By Maia Fitzgerald, Holy Family Catholic Primary School
http://www.jonathansjungleroadshow.co.uk/
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Year 11 Leaving Ceremony - 13th May 2010
This event has now become a tradition at St Joseph’s and provides us with the
opportunity to recognise students’ achievements within both the Tutor Groups
and subject areas.

Year 11

Well done to all those who won an Award details of which are below and
congratulations also go to the following students who received Whole College
awards in the following categories:
Most Outstanding Year 11 Students
Izabella Smolicz
Jacob Holliday
Young Entrepreneur
Elizabeth Bason
Services to the Community
Joseph Deacon
Thanks to Mr D Bason, Mr N Cowie, Mr C Lang and Mr S Pajak who represented the whole Governing body as they presented the Awards.

Mr Pajak writes:
“Yesterday together with Neil, Chris and David, I attended the Year 11 Awards
ceremony. It was a wonderful occasion which as a governor gave a great sense
of pride in the students and staff we have at the college. The feeling of community, progress, a stepping stone to the next stage of life, fun, achievement, the
high standards achieved was clearly evident and the relationships established
between students and tutors was a real joy to behold.This is what our college is
all about and my grateful thanks goes to all those involved”.
Tutor Group
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Most Helpful

Most Organised

Most Willing
Contributor

11 Arrowsmith

Chantelle McIntyre

Ashton De Souza

Valentina Vitale

11 Briant

Kerrie Scarff

Marcus Popowicz

Ashlee Cox

11 Clitherow

Sarafina Wairimu

Vician Cabral

Jessica Lepore

11 Evans

Shanice Labrosse

Sarah Manley

Agnelo Lourenco

11 Line

Quinlan Gomes

Natasha Barnard

Shelton Fernandes

11 More

Joseph Deacon

Neville Gracias

Anna Fanso

11 Sherwin

Dexter Fernandes

Caitlin Flint

Callum Endicott

11 Ward

Sean Etherington

Elizabeth Bason

Shane Matthews

SUBJECT

HIGHEST
ACHIEVER

MOST DILIGENT

MOST
IMPROVED

Alternative Curriculum

Jordan Simpkins

Natasha Barnard

Irene Braganza

Art

Cynara Monteiro

Bethany Preston

Karolina Michalak

Performing Arts

N/A

Anna Fanso

N/A

Business Studies

Molly Wilson

Princelly Gonsalves

Clinton Novaes

Diploma

Neville Gracias

Stephen Lennon-Hornblow Vivian Fernandes

Engineering

Angelo Lannetelli

Cinetroy Pereira

Jordan Simpkins

English

Jemimah Yardley

Shannen Downey

Chantelle McIntyre

Expressive Arts

Shannen Downey

Alexander Barrett

Danielle Webb

Flexible Pathway

Yasmine Yule

Stuart Doughty

Jake Tunmore

Food Technology

Nicola Clark

Jason Alves

Stacy Fernandes

French

Rinata Farah

Izabella Smolicz

Philip Jones

Geography

Fergus Cowie

Sarah Manley

Charlotte Lancaster

Agnieszka Ciborowska Sarah Manley

Michelle Menezes

Anna Fanso

Soraya Lewinska

Isobel Sugden

History

Sophie O’Connell

Charlotte Harris

Quinlan Gomes

ICT

Stephanie Firth

Eden Vas

Lucy Wright

Italian

Elizabeth Bason

Nicy James

Reena Lalli

Maths

Jacob Holliday

Loyson Pereira

Jordan Louzardo

Religious Studies

Jemimah Yardley

Jordan Simpkins

Liam LeBret

Science

Rose Marie Kramer

Izabella Smolicz

Veronica Cooper

Sports Studies

Fraser Berry

Kamil Srokosz

Nicy James

Study Plus

Alexander White

Dwayne Desa

Jane Mungai

Trinity

Bartlomeiei Kalaski

Agnieszka Ciborowska Lorhaine Mendes

Year 11

Graphics
Health & Social Care
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Year 11 Leavers Mass
Thursday 13th May 2010

Year 11

The Year 11 Leavers Mass was held by Father Pat O’Berne. Father Pat
stepped in to help us out with our Mass as other priests in our Diocese were
attending a funeral. Father Pat is based temporarily in London but has been
living in Taiwan for the last 20 years or so, working on Mission appeals and
helping the Columbian community in the British region.
A committee of students organised the Mass, working with Julia Starczewski,
our Chaplain. Year 11 students were asked to contribute and volunteer their
talents. They were ultimately responsible for the content of the Mass, choosing their own music, hymns and readings. The committee suggested that
each group write a bidding prayer and for it to be translated in to a different
language. The committee also suggested that each tutor group produce an
offering to share with the rest of Year 11. One of the members of the committee, Shanice Labrosse, designed and produced the front cover for the Mass
booklet.
The offerings students produced were
very varied - hand prints, posters,
sculptures, lanterns, pictures and messages. There will be a display of the
offerings soon in The Street. All were
made with care and love, and the offerings were placed around the altar by
students. This was a very moving part
of the Mass.
Students wanted music to be a large part of the Mass, and so volunteers
were asked to play, to accompany the singing of hymns. The music brought
the Mass alive, and the musicians’ rendition of ‘Stand By Me’
was extremely good, considering
the students only had a couple of
rehearsals with Miss Collins. Miss
Collins had been instrumental in
organising the musicians for the
mass.
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The bidding prayers were written jointly
by each tutor group. The students chose
which language they wanted it to be
translated in. Two students came up
to the altar to read the bidding prayer,
one to read it in English and the other
to read it in their chosen language. One
tutor group had a student signing the
bidding prayer instead of translating it
into another language. This arrangement worked extremely well.
All students joined in with making suggestions, prior to the mass, singing and
contributing to the offering during the mass. The following students contributed
directly, either as readers or musicians:

Readers: Rose Kramer, Renata Farah (musician), Luke Harris, David DeSouza,
Lucy March, Harvey Cuaretros, Josh Witts, Lucas Brito, Bethany Watkins,
Sarah Manley, Rinata Farah, Chloe Wolf, Jane Mungai, Joe Deacon, Izabella
Smolicz, Jemimah Yardley (musician), Conor Trinci, Isobel Sugden, Charmaine
Oputeri, Charlotte Oputeri.
Musicians: Elizabeth Bason, Jordan Griffiths-Dyer, Fraser Berry, Michael Leigh,
Kerrie Scarff, Laura Bailey, Steffanie Firth, Jane Mungai, Hans Dias.
The comments from members of staff about the Mass were extremely positive,
with a lot of comments to say how moved they were during the Mass. The whole
of Year 11 were extremely well
behaved and they all played
their part in making this Leaver’s Mass one to remember.

Year 11

Committee members: Shanice Labrosse, Stuart Doughty (reading), Izabella
Smolicz (musician and reading) and Jacob Holliday (musician and reading).

K Belzko
Student Manager Year 11
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Year 11 Prom
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Year 11 Prom
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Gifted and Talented
Six students from Year 7 and six students from Year 10 represented St
Joseph’s Catholic College in the Annual Gifted and Talented Quiz event at
Greendown School. They led from the first question and as a team managed
to answer questions come away as the winners. The team were awarded a
trophy which is now in the trophy cabinet.

News

The Team
Year 7:
Robert Pomfret
Natalia Arciuchiewicz
Lucy Bailey
Ryan Buckenham
Conor Buckenham
Anya Young
Year 10:
Thomas Kendal
Alison Langston
Beverley Collins
Nigel Nunes
Aaron Shine
Sinead Buckenham (Year 9)

Cultural Activity Group
Before half term, we participated in the Goa Day at Holy Rood Junior School.
Miss Davies took 7 students from Year 8 and they performed a play that they
had written themselves, based on a traditional Indian story. They also helped
out in the classrooms and spoke to the students about being at St Joseph’s.
This term she hopes to involve the Cultural Activity group further with Holy
Rood Juniors as they are also focusing on the World Cup, and would like to
involve other primaries as well. Further she hopes to be involved in the Year 6
induction with the possibility of setting up a mentoring group for EAL students.
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Business Administration and Finance Diploma
Visit to St John’s School, Marlborough – 27th April 2010
On the 27th April 2010 the BAF diploma students from Swindon went to St John’s
School to take part in a number of workshops to learn about the selection process.
Each school was split into groups and this gave everyone the chance to work with
different people. Throughout the day we used a number of Enterprise Skills such
as organisation, working with others, time management and presenting.

Before our formal interview with a real employer we did practice interviews in
groups. We had to think of questions that might get asked at an interview, and then
a panel interviewed one person for a specific job. The rest of the group watched
and gave feedback; once all the candidates had been interviewed we had to agree
on which candidate we would employ. Every time there was a candidate from St.
Joseph’s in the group of candidates they were always given the job!

News

We took part in some psychometric tests and we had to read through questions
and answer them according to our likes and dislikes. In addition to this activity we
also worked in small groups discussing appraisals. The purposes of these appraisals are to review an employee’s performance over a set amount of time. They are
extremely important in a job because if there are problems or concerns within a
business they can be discussed formally in this meeting. Furthermore in the groups
we learnt about how to carry out a relevant appraisal meeting we did this by role
playing employee and manager we would then give each other feedback about
the performances. Next we had to examine job applications and find good and bad
points with the document this also gave us an understanding of how to apply for
jobs in the near future because we learnt about things like formatting your CV, how
formal writing can be effective and the importance of experience and qualifications.

Overall I think the day was successful because the work we had was challenging, enjoyable and helpful towards completing our Business, Administration and
Finance course.
Dario Brizzi

New Canteen Opening Hours
Breakfast 7.50 – 8.25 (All staff & pupils)
Break 10.20 – 10.40 (All staff & pupils)
Fast track bar 10.40 – 1.10 (Staff & Sixth form)
Main counter 12.00 – 1.10 (Staff & Sixth form)
Fast track bar & main counter 1.10 – 1.55 (All staff & pupils)
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Girls’ Rounders
The rounders season is now well and truly underway with St Joseph’s team
playing in each year group of the Swindon schools league.

Sport

On May 4th the U16 team played against Commonweal, Bradon Forest and
Greendown with one win, a loss and a draw. The team featured many Year
11 players representing St Joseph’s for the last time before departing and
we’d like to a big thank you to Lucy March, Shannen Fenton, Charlotte Lancaster, Megan Murphy and Nicy James for their services to inter school sport.
On the same night Year 7 played their first ever matches the team showed
their excellent batting skills but narrowly lost to both Bradon Forest and Commonweal. May 5th saw the Year 8 and 9 teams travel to Bradon Forest. Both
teams were a little rusty and suffered narrow defeats.
On Wednesday 12th May the Year 7 continued their league matches playing
Nova Hreod. Despite a 2 rounder loss the team have progressed considerably especially in their fielding skills. The team of Hannah, Ginella, Diandra,
Andressa, Keira, Emily, Megan, Daniella, Lillie, Katie, and Rosie is pictured
below.

Miss White & Miss Foley

Sainsbury’s and Tesco Vouchers
The PE dept are once again collecting Sainsbury’s and Tesco vouchers.
Vouchers can be handed in at reception or to a member of the PE staff.
Thanks - PE Staff
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Term 5 and 6 Fixtures
Date

Year
Group

Activity

Versus

Tuesday 11th May

7

Rounders

Nova Hreod (A)

Tuesday 18th May

7

Rounders

Dorcan (A)

Wednesday 26th May

8
9

Rounders

Kingsdown (H)

Thursday 27th May

10

Rounders

Kingsdown (A)

Thursday 10th June

7
8

Tennis Tournament

St. Mark’s

Thursday 24th June

8
9

Rounders

Wootten Bassett (A)

Tuesday 29th May

8
9

Rounders

Isambard (H)

Wednesday 30th June

10

Rounders tournament

Bradon Forest

Tuesday 6th July

7

Rounders

Ridgeway (H)

Girls Extra Curricular Activities
After School (3:00-4:00pm)

Tuesday - Rounders (all years)

Tuesday - Rounders (all years)

Wednesday - Cricket (all years)

Wednesday - Athletics (all years)

Wednesday - Cheerleading

Wroughton Youth Football Club
We would like to say a big congratulations to Wroughton Youth Football Club who have
had an amazing season. They play in the 1st Division and proudly won the league title
after having an unbeaten season. They also had the great pleasure of winning this title
and collecting the cup at the County Ground in front of about 1000 supporters. As well as
the league win the team also won the indoor futsal league on 7th May 2010.
The team from St Joseph’s are - Ross Paone 9W, Nana Osei 9W, Branzon De Souza 9M,
Vito Zarola 9C, Daniel Bright 9C and Jose Rodrigues 9S.

Sport

Lunchtime (1:20 - 1:50pm)
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Congratulations to Sarah & Hazel for running the
London Marathon in April.
It was a very hot day in London, but the day and the crowds were amazing!! A special thank you to Amanda Green who screamed ‘SARAH’ at the top of her voice
at about 16 miles. It was the best energy and moral boosting moment, and it was
very much appreciated and needed at that point.

Sport

I did a personal best of 3:39:05, and better than my optimistic time of 3hrs
45mins!! Very pleased with myself. That is a ‘Fast good for age’ time, and it means
both myself and Hazel get automatic entry into marathons and we get to start next
year’s London marathon at the front, just behind the elite male runners!!
I suffered blisters at 6 miles, cramp at 16 miles, a knee injury played up at 23
miles and I tripped up over a mat at 22 miles!!!! OUCH! But still managed to smile
for the camera as I came across the finish line.
I think both myself and Hazel have managed to raise £800 towards
our £1100 target, so we will still keep going, and in today’s financial
climate every penny is very much appreciated.
Thanks once again to everyone who supported us.
Sarah Bryant

New Club – Fencing at St Joseph’s
The Youth Sport Trust have provided funding for new
sports initiatives within schools. The money will be used to
set up new extra-curricular clubs based at college. What is different
is that they want them to mirror what a ‘real’ sports club looks and works like
in the community. So the pupils are involved in the setting up and running of
the club (secretary, officials, etc.) as well as being playing members.
The activities suggested are related to Olympic Events – one of which is fencing. We are lucky enough to have Mr Kerr on board who is a qualified fencing
instructor. We are looking at putting a bid together to access this funding and
want your help and support with this. The money will be used to invest in kit,
coaching, resources etc. We would hope to link to other community clubs and
use St Joseph’s as a talent pathway within the county and regional structure.
Please speak to Mr Cross and Mr Kerr if you are interested in supporting our
bid; setting up / running the club or fencing in general.
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St Joseph’s Cricket Team News
The start of the Cricket season has been greeted with enthusiasm by St. Joseph’s
students with a good attendance at practice on Monday and Thursday lunchtimes and
Thursday evenings. This positive attitude of players has been underlined by excellent
results in the opening week of the competitive season.
The Year 8 team played their first ever competitive game, against Nova Hreod, and
recorded a good victory. Accurate bowling restricted Nova Hreod to a manageable score
and St. Joseph’s passed their score with the loss of just two wickets. The captain Elton
Dourado, bowled well and was also top scorer in the run chase. The Year 8 team face
Ridgeway School in the first round of the Swindon Schools’ Cup. This match will take
place at Ridgeway on Wednesday 19th May.
The Year 9 team also played Nova Hreod in their first match and restricted them to 61
runs. St. Joseph’s used all eleven players as bowlers, underlining the strength of the
team. St. Joseph’s won the game with the loss of just one wicket, with some excellent
batting from Jose Rodrigues and Mark Crasto.

The team batted first against Kingsdown and set the tone for the rest of the innings by
scoring 12 runs in the first over. Although wickets were lost in the innings the players
kept up the momentum and amassed a massive 206 runs in the 20 overs. Claise Fernades top scored with 62 and all the batsmen put in good contributions. They were Frank
D’Souza, Shawn Pereira, Jose Rodrigues, Mark Crasto , Alonzo Cardozo and Nigel Da
Cruz. This victory means that St Joseph’s have qualified to play against the highly rated
Dauntsey’s School in the county semi-final. This match has to be played by May 28th
2010.

Sport

The Under 15 team had a very busy first week to the season having matches against
Swindon Cricket Club and Kingsdown School, Warminster. The Swindon game was an
excellent preparatory game for the County 20/20 clash against Kingsdown. Swindon,
after a slow start due to tight St. Joseph’s bowling, managed to make a score of exactly
100 runs. The lads set about the run chase with gusto and blasted past the required
score in the 12th over. Shawn Pereira was in good form and made Swindon pay for
dropped catches by hitting the winning runs with a four which took him to 52 not out.

Cheerleading
Cheerleading has continued to thrive and has been opened up to boys. The
team has qualified through to the county finals which will be held in June. Ian
Baker (BPMActive) - whose company is responsible for the delivery of
cheerleading has asked if he can include out students in upcoming public
events eg the warm-ups for the Race for Life Event Swindon. He intends to
supply some kit which will include the College logo.
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Nationally Recognised Coaching Qualifications
We have secured funding for the Young Netball Organisers course – for 14
of our Year 10 -Year 13 Students. It will run on Saturday May 22nd at St
Joseph’s from 9am – 3pm. The course will be delivered by Alex Leonard who
is the Netball Development Officer for the area. We look forward to seeing
some of these students leading / helping with extra-curricular activities in the
future.

Sport

Tag Rugby
Well done to St Mary’s and Holy Rood Junior School who
took part in the County Tag Rugby Finals. Unfortunately
they both finished outside the top 3 placing but Holy Rood
finished top of the runners-up league. All the students were
a credit to themselves, and their schools, and we hope they continue to
develop their interest in Rugby.
CPD / Primary liaison (Sport/P.E)
We are continuing to support our colleagues in the feeder schools by assisting
them with the delivery of summer activities. We all also be helping them plan
and deliver their summer sports days (HRJ and HF have already set things in
motion) and our Sports Leaders will be heavily involved with this.
We will also be delivering another round of the Young Leaders courses – to
Year 4 students – in the final summer term.
Online Sports Participation Survey
During tutorial sessions all students have / will have participated in an online
survey regarding their participation in PE and Sport. The idea is to have data
on how many students are achieving the Youth Sport Trust guidance of 3hrs
of High Quality PE a week. The data will show us which groups / audiences to
target, what the barriers to their participation are and what they would like us
to do to overcome these barriers. We will then use the data to shape our curricular and extra-curricular programmes next year – to meet the needs of our
students.
Tennis
St. Joseph’s will be hosting the Year 4 Tennis Festival, for the St Joseph’s and
Kingsdown clusters, on Thursday 27th May. We have linked up with the Delta
Tennis Centre to be able to deliver a high quality session.
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Information

‘ We pray at this time for all students
who will be taking their exams:
Dear Lord, help and guide us as we sit our
exams.
May we recall what we have learnt.
Keep our minds focused as we analyse and
solve problems.
Let our imagination help us as we express
ourselves,
But help us also to do simple things well.
May Jesus be our example and may the Holy
Spirit be our inspiration,
As we give the best of ourselves today.
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.’

A colour version of SJC News can
be found on the college web site
www.stjosephs.swindon.sch.uk

Dates for your diary
28th May
7th June		
24th June
		
		
17th-18th June
		
		
25th June
25th June
		
26th June
13th July
14th July
16th July
19th-23rd July
21st July
23rd July
		

College Closes
College Opens
Secondary Schools and
Colleges Mass - Clifton
Cathedral
Duke of Edinburgh
Bronze final (flexible
pathway)
Year 13 Prom
Community Cohesion
Day
EAL Community Morning
Summer Concert
Year 6 Induction Day
Year 12 End of Term
Year 12 Work Experience
College Sports Day
College closes for
students
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