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St Joseph’s

Newsletter
Year 11 Prom 2014
On Friday 27th June, our Year 11 students
underwent a transformation. No longer
were they uniformed scholars going about
their daily studies, but they metamorphosed
into sophisticated, elegant, glamorous
young adults as they celebrated the end of
their GCSEs at our Annual Year 11 Prom.
With an early start of 6pm, the
students arrived in a variety of
different carriages including a
mobility scooter, a vintage bus,
the traditional limo and a VW
camper van. They enjoyed a
two course meal but the best
part of the evening was the
opportunity to dance, admire
their dresses and enjoy each
other’s company.

Atmospheric and electrifying,
the dance floor was packed all
night with students grooving to
the beats. A memorable
evening for everyone!
The prom was unbelievable.
Not only did it supersede all of
my expectations, it also
strengthened the bonds that
each of the students of year
2014 had made with each
other. It was an amazing
experience and will be very
hard to forget.

Thanks to everyone who made
it possible including the Devere
Hotel, the staff of St Joseph's
Catholic College and the Year 11
students, as without them prom
would not have been as good
as it was.

Thank you again and I can't wait for the Year 13 prom!

Please note
The College will close to
Students on the 18th
July at 13:00.
Any students remaining
on site should report to
the ILC.
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Update from the Principal
Exactly a year ago I was at my desk in Salisbury writing a last
farewell in the school newsletter after nine years of Headship.
I knew that the move to St Joseph’s Swindon would be exciting
and I am amazed at how quickly the time has flown by.
It certainly
hasn’t been a
dull twelve
months. Picking
ourselves up
from the Ofsted
report in
September was a challenge but
it was made easier knowing that
staff, governors, parents and
students were willing to
embrace the key changes that
needed to be made. During the
year we have been delighted
with our Ofsted monitoring
reports where Inspectors have
praised students’ attitudes to
learning and their good
progress. Teaching is now much
more consistent at all levels, but
we are not complacent and are
fully aware of how the College
needs to move forward to
deliver the best outcomes for
the young people in our
community.
One of the things I have most
enjoyed this year is popping
into lessons to celebrate the
learning that is taking place. I
always ask the students about
what they are learning and
how this lesson fits into their
wider studies; I also ask them
about their current level/grade
and target level/grade and
what they need to work on to
make their work even better, so
I can see how well they
understand the feedback from
their teachers. It is such a
pleasure to see all the varieties
of learning taking place at the
college, the highly skilled,
committed teachers at work
and the magnificent attitudes
to learning of our students.
We look forward to celebrating
the quality of our work with
Ofsted in future visits and
showing the fantastic qualities

of our students and staff, ably
supported by our governors,
parents and carers.
This term the Year 11 and Year 13
have their ‘Prom nights’ with
students looking stunning as they
arrive at the De Vere Hotel. These
evenings mark the end of their
time with us at the 11 -16 and 16 -19
phases of education, so we feel a
real mixture of emotions: sadness
to see some of them leave us,
together with enormous pride in
how the College has helped to
develop these young people.
Many Year 11s will be staying with
us to pursue post 16 studies and
continue as part of the St
Joseph’s learning community.
Just as we say goodbye to Year 11,
Year 6 students join us for
transition day. We make a real
effort at St Joseph’s to ensure
these future members of our
community feel fully welcomed
by taking part in a variety of
lessons, meeting key members of
staff, their form group and having
any questions answered. I look
forward to seeing them in
September in their new uniforms.
Sadly it is not only some of the
students we say goodbye to as
we prepare to say farewell to
colleagues at the end of the term.
From the teaching staff Mr
Campbell, Mrs Plummer, Miss
Coombs, Mr Costa, Mr Maxwell,
Mr Taylor and Mr Sturla are all
moving on to new challenges. Mr
Labanchi is returning to Italy after
eight years at St Joseph’s. From
the support staff Miss Round, Mrs
Morgan and Mr Acres are leaving
us in September. We wish them
all well for the future.
Two people I want to wish an
extra special farewell to are Julia
Starczewski and Alan Stewart.

As our lay Chaplain
Julia Starczewski
exemplifies the
heart and soul of
the chaplaincy
vocation. She is
accepting and respectful of all,
and always ready to help in any
way she can. Her witness to the
gospel of Jesus lived in the
community of St Joseph’s has
touched the lives of many
students, staff and parents. From
the outreach projects which have
taken our students across the
globe to the kind words of gentle
encouragement Julia has lived
out the Christian message in her
role. Her commitment to Justice
and Peace issues is now
embedded in the life of the
College and the seeds she has
sown will continue to bear fruit.
I don’t use the word
legend very often
but in the case of
Alan Stewart it
does spring to
mind to describe
his time in St Joseph’s. In 1977 he
began his teaching career in the
college and since then he has
been involved in so much and
seen so many changes. You do
not spend so long in a school
unless you really enjoy teaching
young people. His passion for
Geography is not restricted to the
classroom and he has brought
the subject alive through field
trips and expeditions. He has also
given generously of his time in
extra-curricular activities to the
great benefit of our cricket
players in particular. On behalf of
the whole community I would like
to thank him for his thirty seven
years of dedicated service.
As the term draws to a conclusion
I would like to thank everyone
who has supported me in this
first year as Principal. St Joseph’s
is a very special place and I truly
believe we are going from
strength to strength.
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Uniform
As part of our approach to setting
high standards, we have made
changes to the uniform which has
been explained in previous
newsletters. During the period of
transition to the new uniform, we
want to ensure that we retain high
standards. The majority of
students understand this and abide
by the rules. We still unfortunately
have a small minority who wear
trainers, have shirts untucked or
wear a skirt which is too short,
which is not fair on those who wear
the correct uniform every day. As
from September we will be
introducing a tougher stance on
uniform to ensure equality for all.
Students arriving back in September
who are not in the correct uniform
will be deemed as being unready
for lessons and may be taught
separately from their peers.

Dates for
your Diary
JUL College closes
18 for students
SEP Staff Training
1 Day (1)
SEP Year 7
2 Induction
This gives students and their
parents the whole of the summer
holidays to make sure the uniform
is correct. Any parents/ carers
who are concerned about their
ability to afford an item of
clothing should contact the
relevant student manager as
soon as possible to allow the
College the opportunity to
provide assistance.

YOUTH ST VINCENT DE PAUL

Kingsmead Nursing Home
I first started going to
Kingsmead Nursing home as a
volunteer to help me with my
Duke of Edinburgh Award.
However, I felt the need to
continue my volunteering to
give my time and
companionship to the senior
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citizens in the Nursing Home,
as some of them rarely get
visitors and they feel very
alone. I feel that my time spent
there is truly worthwhile and I
would encourage others to join
our YSVP group.
Fabiola De Souza

SEP College open to
3 All Students
SEP Year 7 Parents’
Info Evening:
4 6:00pm
– 8:00pm
SEP Year 7, 9, Sixth
Form individual
23 photographs
SEP Sixth Form
Awards Evening:
30 6:30pm – 8:30pm
OCT Year 6
Open Evening:
1 6:00pm – 8:00pm
OCT Year 7
Tutor Evening:
9 6:00pm - 8:00pm
OCT Gifted and
15 Talented Evening

Prayer
Lord, we thank you for the gift of this past year with all its challenges and blessings.
We ask you to keep us safe and happy during our summer break, so that we may
return to St Joseph’s feeling refreshed and energized, ready to greet further
opportunities that lie ahead.
We ask this in your name. Amen.
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Confirmation
Congratulations to the 91 young people
confirmed at Holy Rood and the 31 at St.
Mary’s and a well done to Mrs Cooke and the
choir who sang at the Holy Rood service.

Items being dropped
off at Reception by
Parents and Carers
Items will only be taken if they
are of an essential nature, for
example, lunch, lunch money or
cookery ingredients.
The College will not take responsibility for
getting these items to students, but would
request that parents/carers ensure that
their child is aware that there is an item
awaiting their collection from Student
Reception. Parents/carers will be required
to complete a sheet to this effect.
If an item is not essential, the College will
not take it in.

Long arm of the law
She will be able to provide
advice on all aspects of
police work and provide a
valuable link to the
community.

Pictured is one of the
Broadgreen area’s PCSO
that will regularly visit us at
St Joseph’s. Her name is
Emma Millarvie. She is
pictured alongside Tariq
Rogers who will also support
Emma. Tariq has been a
PCSO for three years, Emma
for two years.
Emma will come in to
St Joseph’s regularly to build
relationships between
students, police, and the local
community. Students will be
able to talk to Emma at
break times once a week.

Police Community Support
Officers are members of
support staff employed,
directed and managed by
the Police Force. They work
to complement and support
regular officers, providing a
visible and accessible
uniformed presence to
improve the quality of life in
the community and offer
great public reassurance.

9A Fundraising

Change of Address or
Telephone Number

I would like to extend my congratulations to 9A for their fundraising
efforts this year. 9A were ahead of the rest Year 9 in their efforts
during Charity Week, raising well over £300. This was followed up
by a sponsored silence by Nuala Gallagher and Molly Leach, where
the girls raised £126. But this did not stop them and they raised
another £49.37 for a cake and sweet sale that was set up in the
Street. This takes their total to £175.26 that was raised for the project
in India.

If you move
house, or
update your
telephone
number,
please can you
ensure you notify the
College as soon as possible.

You have been brilliant fundraisers all year and I want you to know
that I am extremely proud of you.
Mr Barkham

Many thanks for your
co-operation.

Art News
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Sixth Form Experience Craft Club
Students were able to ask Sixth
Form staff about university
requirements and search
university courses for course
requirements.
Year 10 students behaved
impeccably throughout the
week and responded positively
to the advice and guidance that
was available.

In June the Sixth Form hosted the
annual Year 10 Sixth Form
Experience Week to allow
students the opportunity to test
various subjects and courses and
ask questions about life in the
Sixth Form. The complete range of
Sixth Form lessons were available
for students to ‘test’, as well as
having an independent study
session, tutorial and assembly.

Craft Club has been
running for several
months now, with a
regular cohort of students,
whose creativity and
enthusiasm never ceases
to amaze us. Here are
some accolades...
‘I have recently started Craft
Club and I am really enjoying it.
I don’t think there is a better club,
you can make whatever you
want, even friends! The staff are
so nice, so come along!’
Amy Callagha

‘I like the Craft Club, it makes
me feel happy. I have enjoyed
making necklaces. I wish the
Craft Club could last longer.’
Larissa Fernandes

‘I had the best time in Year 7
because of Mrs Chivers and her
Crafts. I have been going to this
Craft Club, where I can learn lots
of new ideas and skill which
helped me one day - when my
College jumper got ripped I
remembered my new skills and
how to sew, and mended it!
I have also made the funniest
and helpful friends. The Craft
Club is every Thursday and I go
ever week.’
Alisha Fernandes

Art & Photography exhibition
The annual St Joseph’s Art and
Photography exhibition was held
at The Post Modern Gallery in
the town centre on 1- 4 July. The
work on display included AS and
A2 Art and Photography, A2
Product Design and this year for

the first time we displayed some
high level GCSE Art work.
The exhibition gave students
experience in organising and
promoting an exhibition, as well as
invigilating throughout the week.

‘I have been going to Craft Club
for a few months, and I enjoy it
a lot. I made some friends
there and it’s really fun. It’s not
too noisy, so it’s great. There is
no rush; I made a lot of stuff,
one of them a felt turtle, which I
gave to my friend. The time
goes so quickly, and I want it to
last longer.’
Sophie Wood

Every Thursday after College.
If you are interested, please
see Mrs Chivers or Mrs Rudnik
in the Pastoral area.
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Ofsted update and
Diocesan
Schools & changes for September
Colleges
Dear Parents and Carers,
Pilgrimage
As you may be aware the
College had another visit from
Ofsted on the 8th and 9th of
July. I am waiting for the official
letter to follow from the visit but
as that may come in the
holidays I wanted to let you
know that the visit was a very
positive one for the College.

Last year’s Pilgrimage walk at
Westonbirt Arboretum had
been amazing and very helpful
for me and I was delighted to
have had another great
opportunity to go on this year’s
Pilgrimage and attempt to put
my faith into action.
Even though this year’s
Pilgrimage was to the same
place, I felt a different sense of
community and gathering
towards us all. It was another
beautiful day out with Julia and
eight others from our college,
and I felt it was a great
opportunity to meet and get to
know people from other schools
who were present on the day.
The walk itself, at Westonbirt
Arboretum, was wonderful. We
sang and performed the
actions to the CAFOD World
Cup song.
Bishop Declan talked about a
Pilgrimage being more than just
a journey. It is also about getting
to know the community around
you, and even though at times
you may not take the right path,
you will get to your destination
safely in the end.
I had a great time and I look
forward to going on the next
Pilgrimage with even more of us
young people getting involved.
Fabiola De Souza

The team was made up of three
inspectors who visited 27
lessons and held meetings with
Governors members of the
leadership group and students.
The official letter will show the
continued progress being made
and note the significant
improvements since the Ofsted
inspection of 2013. Ofsted will
want to visit again after we
have had out summer
examination results. We know
already that our Year 11 results in
English, 86% A*-C, are very good.
We have implemented a
number of changes this year
especially in regard to teaching
and learning. There has been a
more rigorous approach to
learning objectives,
differentiation and marking. The
lead inspector in discussions
with me noted the change in
our approach to marking,
enabling students to know how
to improve on their work as a
real step forward. Next year we
will be setting students more in
classes where the learning can
be targeted to their needs. We
will be introducing a more
formal start to lessons with a
stress on being ready to learn.

Our introduction of a new
uniform code is part of this
approach and we intend to
apply this rigorously. Students
arriving back in September
who are not in the correct
uniform will be deemed as
being unready for lessons and
may be taught separately from
their peers or with the
agreement of parents sent
home to get the correct
uniform.

All of these changes are
designed to deliver an ever
improving learning
environment for the young
people in our care. It is a real
strength of the College that
there are such strong working
relationships between staff and
students. I would like to thank all
involved in the Ofsted visit for
showing the college in such a
positive light.
Having Her Majesty’s Inspector
(HMI) visit us three times this
year and on each occasion
report that there is sustained
improvement is an important
recognition of the work being
done and is building confidence
for all concerned. I do believe
we shall continue to go from
strength to strength and wish
you all a lovely summer with
thanks for your support for our
wonderful College.
Yours sincerely,

Paul Hughes, Principal

Sports News

Sports Leaders
On 2nd June we were jointly
responsible for the Swindon wide
Year 5 and Year 6 Kwik Cricket
Festival at Swindon Cricket Club.
This was well attended and our
Year 9 Sports Leaders were
responsible for organising and
umpiring a formal round-robin
tournament. This was some task
for our students because it was a
long and intense morning, with at
least 10 matches taking place at
once. After lunch they delivered
some informal coaching clinics, to
improve the youngsters’ skills,
before the knockout stages of the
competition later that afternoon.
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Duke of Edinburgh Award
May saw the beginning of our expedition season.
Year 9 and Year 10 Bronze participants completed their practice
expedition on the Ridgeway, Gold had training sessions on the
Pewsey Downs at the beginning of June and most recently we
have had the Y9 and Y10 Bronze qualifying expedition in the
Mendips alongside our Year 10 Silver practice expedition. We
are now looking forward to our training expedition for Silver
and Gold participants in July in the Brecon Beacons.

Well done to all students involved
– their knowledge of the rules,
leadership and rapport with the
younger students was exemplary.

Year 9 Sports Leaders:
Darren Almeida, Fitzroy Bernard,
Romario Coutinho, Bolton Fernandes,
Jessel Fernandes, Dikson Fernandes,
Bosco Fernandes, Godfrey Fernandes,
Jordi Matthew, Allan Monreiro,
Jesus Ridrigues, Allrich Vas, Delson Vas

Morning Drop Off
With effect from Monday, 30th
June parents/carers are no
longer able to drop students off
on College premises before 8am.
It is too dangerous for students
and supervision is not possible
in the car park until 8am.
Students can be dropped off at
Tesco, and walk along Ocotal
way before 8am.
We have had some reports
from parents that there have
nearly been some accidents in
the College car park while
students are being dropped off.
A reminder to all that the car
park has a 5mph speed limit,
and to take care when driving
on site, as there are pedestrians
and manoeuvring vehicles.

Duke of Edinburgh is an
experience which I won’t
forget. It has taught me a lot
about teamwork, trust and
communication with other
students. We had to face a lot
of different and challenging
activities. We were proud of
coming in first because it felt
rewarding for all the hard work
put in over the last couple of
months. Overall it was fun and
exciting, as well as being very
character building. We would
recommend it to anyone who
is up for a challenge.
Nadia Tarkowska & Eva Lovejoy
Y9 Bronze participants

Last Friday after school, a
group of 28 students went to
the Mendips to complete our
Silver Duke of Edinburgh
practice expedition.

We arrived at 7:25pm and had
to walk for two hours to get to
the campsite. At the top of one
of the hills we climbed we could
see Glastonbury Tor, although
we couldn’t hear any music
from the festival! We camped
by ourselves on Friday night
and set off for a full day of
walking on Saturday. We were
chased by cows, which a scary
experience and walked for just
under 10½ hours, so it was a
nice relief to reach the
campsite that evening! We
spent about three hours
walking on the Sunday and
when we finished we all felt
very happy and proud of
ourselves. Overall, the weekend
was challenging, but worth it
and rewarding in the end.
Maia Fitzgerald & Sarah Karpinski
Y10 Silver participants

Sports News
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Rounders

Athletics

Well done to the rounders
teams and participants in
the Rounders Club for
representing St Joseph’s
in the Swindon Schools
League.

St Joseph’s have experienced success in track and
field athletics this summer.

Year 7
Melia Horgan, Leesha Anthony,
Aleesha Brewster, Ilena
McCann, Morgan Barbieri,
Megan Barbieri, Erin Robinson,
Chloe O’Sullivan, Alex
Applegate, Glory Iwuoha

Year 8
Taania Saeed, Keisha Ishani,
Georgina Muroki, Kristal Johns,
Eleanor Nganga, Agneta
Baranowicz, Elizabeth Johnson,
Meghan McNamee, Stephanie
Chambers, Shauna Brett, Kiya
Perrett

Year 10
Grace Richardson, Molly
Neilson, Chloe Mabbeley, Caitlin
Dooley, Shannon Myers, Melissa
Demingo, Oliva Nowicka,
Daniella Granato, Deborah Kelly,
Sarah Karpinski, Mutsa Makoni
We may not have won all our
matches but it’s about being
part of it that counts. We all
tried and improved a lot during
our time playing and had great
fun working as a team. Thank
you to all the players for being
consistent on being there every
match to support each other.

Year 7 and Year 8
Swindon Schools
championships squad
Jessica Campbell (Discus),
Rachel Finnell (100m), George
Ouldridge (800m), Shannon King
(1500m), Ilena McCann (Long
Jump), Orla Carr (Javelin),
Georgina Maxfield (Long Jump),
Nicola Khusal (High Jump),
Jessica Downey (100m),
Keisha Ishani (Discus), Elizabeth
Johnston (800m), Sofia Knox
(1500m), Harry Kemp (200m and
Javelin), Jake Burston (800m),
Vincenzo Granato (Shot Putt),
Enio Lazzarotti (Javelin),
Janusz Wychowaniec (Long
Jump), Joe Guy (Discus).
The notable performances of the
day came from Shannon who
won the Year 7 1500m, Jessica
with 2nd place in the discus, the
Year 7 and Year 8 girls 4 x 100m
both producing second places
finishes, Janusz secured 3rd place
in the Year 8 boys long jump and
Harry, Rachel and Jessica all
reaching the final for the their
spring events.

Yr 9 Swindon Schools
championships squad

Jasia Rodrigues (Long Jump),
Emily Bannon (Javelin), Teresa
Iannetelli (200m, High Jump),
Nadia Tarkowska (Shot Putt),
Christine Osei (100m, Discus),
Sandesh Thapa (100m), Elliot
Skittrall (Long Jump), Pawan
Gurung (800m), Leon Chingozho
(200m, Discus), Aaron Tagalogan
(High Jump), Jae – Wizzam
Pasos (Shot Putt), Bolton
Fernandes (300m, Triple Jump),
Rapheal Adekunle (1550m),
Sujohn Kenady (Javelin).
Notable performance on the
day came from Christine and
the girls relay team with 2nd
place performances. There
were also 3rd place
performances from Bolton,
Leon, Jae, Teresa and Jasia.

Congratualtions to Harry Kemp (7A),
Christine Osei (9S) and Maria Rees
(10A) who represented both St
Joseph’s and Swindon at the Wiltshire
Schools athletics Championships on
Saturday 7th June.
All three performed brilliantly with
Maria and Christine also competing in
the relay. Harry Kemp (pictured left)
shone in the minor boys 200m final
finishing as second fastest in Wiltshire
with a personal best of 26.9s.

Cricket News

Bowl Me Over
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Cricket 2014
Cricket practice started early
again this year with the indoor
nets regularly seeing over 50
students attending on a Thursday
afternoon from 3 till 5pm.
Numbers continued to stay high
into our outdoor nets (in the
sunshine this year!) I don’t think it
is any coincidence that all three
of our cricket teams reached at
least their respective semi-finals
in the cup competitions after so
much hard work. Many thanks to
Mr Stewart in his last season at
St. Joseph’s for all of his time
coaching and running teams.

Year 8 Cricket
Darren Almeida, Fitzroy Bernard, Romario Coutinho, Bolton Fernandes, Cridon
Fernandes, Jessel Fernandes, Dikson Fernandes, Bosco Fernandes, Godfrey
Fernandes, Jordi Matthew, Allan Monreiro, Jesus Ridrigues, Allrich Vas, Delson Vas

The Year 9 Cricket team have
done really well in the Swindon
Schools League competition
and are proving to be good
with the bat and in the field.

Churchfields away. That match
came down to the final ball – we
needed to find the boundary to
ensure the victory - but we only
managed two runs!

They have won all their games
bar one, in which they lost to

We need to keep the run rate
ticking over in future.

A raw but talented Year 8 cricket
team has started the season very
positively and are currently
unbeaten. They have a cup semi
-final to play and a very good
chance of reaching the final at
Wroughton. A promising start
from Charles in his first season
as captain and Domingos has
great potential as a leg spin
bowler and Ahmed showed signs
he could become a very useful
quick bowler. The very best of
luck Year 8’s in your semi-final.

Year 10 Cricket Team
The Year 10 cricket team
has also enjoyed an
unbeaten season to date
and after a very tense
semi-final with Bradon
Forest are now looking
forward to the final after
beating Bradon by 19 runs.
St. Joseph’s batted first
against Bradon and
posted a total of 69 largely
down to an excellent
innings of 25 by Delson
that held the innings
together with only Valenco
(13) offering much support.

Defending a modest total
St. Joseph’s opening
bowlers set about the
Bradon batting line-up and
quickly reduced Bradon to
18 for 6 off of 8 overs
including their county player
for 2. A late rally from the
Bradon number 3 took
Bradon to within touching
distance but Moses
removed him with the first
ball and the 14th over to seal
victory. An excellent game,
Year 10’s, and the very best
of luck in the final.

College Life
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Swindon Maths League Success
St Joseph’s were triumphant in
the 2013-14 Swindon Maths
League, coming first out of the
nine participating secondary
schools. Mr Timuri took a mixed
team of Years 7 and 8 to the
fourth and final round at Nova
Hreod on 2nd July, and after the

scores for all four rounds were
totalled, St Joseph’s had the
best score so took home the
trophy, which will be awarded
at the end of term.
As well as needing individual
mathematical ability, winning

the league needed the
participants to be able to
communicate effectively with
each other to convince the team
of the correct answer, and
dedication to attend after-school
competitions, so well done to
everyone who took part!

Individual Maths Challenge
In the Junior Maths Challenge very well done to Stephen Caayao and John Hunter for their Gold
Certificates, along with the seven Silvers and two Bronzes. This was a great result for St Joseph’s.

Summer Schools & Study Sessions

Flexible Pathway
Working with others

From the beginning of July the
Flexible Pathway group started
our wider key skill project of
preparing the garden for
planting vegetables. As a team
we weeded the beds and Mr
Marsh prepared the soil using
his machine.
Year 12 students have been very
proactive this year in making the
most of the opportunities offered by
universities to study with them over
the summer.
Several of our students have applied
for the limited places the top
universities offer and many have not
only been successful, but already
attended subject specific study days.
These include Kate Karpinski:
St Peter’s College, Oxford (English
Literature) and Kings College
(English Literature); Naomi South:
St Peter’s College, Oxford (Maths).
Also, Hollie Sweeney and Robert

Waterhouse will be attending events
this summer.
Thomas Marsh will be attending a
residential at Gloucester University
on Accountancy and University Life
and Jordan Isgin has successfully
been accepted on to summer
schools at Oxford (Human Sciences)
and Cambridge (Biological
Sciences). Jordan is already part of
the Access to Bristol University and
will continue with this in Year 13.
We wish them all every success in their
ventures over the summer and to all
our students who are spending time
visiting various university open days.

Each team levelled the soil on
their selected beds and formed
mounds ready for the seeds to
be planted. We made domes to
prevent the birds and other
animals from disturbing the
vegetables as they grow. The
domes were made out of broken
tent poles and green netting
which was secured with nails at
the edges.
Our next lesson was planting:
tomatoes, broccoli, onions,
carrots and cauliflower. The beds
were then watered, covered over
and fingers crossed we will get
some rain during the weekend.

College Life
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World Cup Project

We went to the County Ground
for an Activity Day and did
activities including bowls, boxing,
orienteering, volleyball and
cycling. Callum’s favourite event
was boxing. Ellie’s was
orienteering and mine was bowls.
We went with Mrs Cole and Mr
Stephens. Mrs Cole and Mr
Stephens both had a go at the
bowls but the best at them was
me! We were all good at boxing.
Ellie was going mad for
orienteering. That was what we
did and we all really enjoyed it!

The Year 7s have been
getting into a World Cup
frenzy. During their World
Around Us lessons, they
have had to find out the
history, geographical
features and other
interesting facts about their
allocated country.

Ethan Watts

“Our country was France and I
liked presenting it to the class
because you get to show all the
work you have been doing. We
even made a cake in the colours
of the French flag.”

Yr 10 Alternative
Curriculum

Christina

Year 10 Business Studies trip
to McDonalds by Cindy Mandel
As part of their ASDAN
qualification, Year 10 students
have been getting green
fingers in the College Garden.
They have learnt new skills,
such as how to get rid of
weeds, how to plant seeds
and how to maintain their
growth over time.
"Gardening has always been
one of my hobbies. It was a
great opportunity and fun to
work in the fresh air. Gardening
is calming. You get to focus on
something that yields to your
wishes. You can be creative and
nurture things, and gain
satisfaction from seeing the
fruits of your labours!"
Astria Rodrigues

On Wednesday 18th
June, those in 10 doing
GCSE Business Studies
went to the McDonalds
restaurant near TK Maxx.

We started off by going off into
small groups and given a tour of
the restaurant, kitchen and supply
storages. We managed to see
what happened in the “drive thru”.
We gained valuable experience
talking to the extremely
knowledgeable and friendly staff
we encountered. As part of the tour
we saw how McDonalds store and
cook their produce and how
quickly they need to do it.
Did you know it takes 42 seconds
to grill a hamburger and 112 to put
it all together?
Quick service is important in a
business as they need to make
sure they don’t leave customers
waiting for a long time. This trip
supported a topic we had been
learning in class about what
makes a business successful.
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House News July 2014: The World Cup
This term has been an exciting time for the Houses, with competitions and challenges
a-plenty, all focused on the World Cup. Students have participated in their own 6-aside tournaments, a World Cup “Masterchef” showing off our students’ culinary skills and
research into the 32 countries taking part.
Thank you to all students who participated in the competitions and the activities; the success of the
tournament lies with you and your efforts in sport and teamwork. Below are some comments from the
students about the activities.

“The 6-a-side event has helped everyone to
have the opportunity to not only develop our
football skills but also revise everyday skills such
as teamwork. Since this event, we have all
experienced belonging, improving our
teamwork and building up relationships and
friendships within our groups.
We felt energetic towards the idea and felt like it
was one of the best sporting occasions that has
occurred this summer term. We hope that there
will be more like this in the following years!”
Jasia and Vanessa

“This term was very eventful due to
the many events that have occurred
due to the World Cup in Brazil. We
had a cooking competition, many
football matches and we found out many
different interesting things about many
different countries.
The football matches caused quite a stir and
almost everyone turned out onto the pitch to
watch the. “It was nerve wrecking, but in the end it
was really fun!” said Hannah the goal keeper for 7E.

As part of the World Cup celebrations we made
a display board in our tutor room about the
Ivory Coast. We made big letters to hang on the
windows, ‘Les Elephants’, which is the team’s
nickname. We also made Ivory Coast paper
chains and bunting to put up in the classroom.
Some people took their time to research
players for the team and facts about the Ivory
Coast. We added this to the board too.
Sara and Ellen made a meal from the Ivory Coast
for Master Chef which we successfully won.
Our boys’ 6-a-side team are doing really well too,
even though the Ivory Coast have already
gone out of the real World Cup we might
still go through.”
Julia
“We enjoyed the Masterchef. We created
two meals that represent our country
Germany. The starter was a smashed
German potato pancake and for the main
course we made roast pork with roast potatoes.
The experience of making the dish was
amazing and fun. We learned a lot because we
thought we wouldn’t finish before the timer, but
actually we finished right on time.

The World Cup was fun and everyone enjoyed it!”

After all our hard work we came 2nd place with
30 house points.”

Grace Fitzgerald

Jeniliza and Hanah

