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Canon John, Chair of Governors
I have recently been elected Chair of Governors in succession
to Stephen Lake and took up my new post on 1st January 2014.

A message from

the Principal
We began 2014 with the publication
of a very positive report from the
Clifton Diocese which described the
College as “a fully inclusive,
distinctively Catholic community
where all are welcome and accepted
as individuals regardless of
background”. I believe that is a true
statement of who and what we are
about as an institution. You can read
the full report on our website.

Canon John and Paul Hughes with our new Head Boy and Girl, Lawrence Rees and
Joanna Vickers, Deputy Head Boys, Jordan Isgin and Daniel Devis-Cabrera, and Kate
Karpinski and Lynette Mutuota the Deputy Head Girls.

For any who do not know me, I am
the parish priest of Holy Rood and
was appointed to that position in
September 2012. I have been a
governor of St Joseph’s since the
spring of 2013 and am also a
governor of Holy Rood Junior School.
I have been a priest since 1992
and was a governor of two
schools in my previous parish in
Taunton where I served on the
governing bodies for 12 years.
I am hoping the experience I can
bring will complement the work of
the governing body.
We continue to regularly monitor the
progress of the school particularly
in the areas that Ofsted outlined.

Paul Hughes and his team are
doing an excellent job and we will
continue to be critical friends in
ensuring that the College comes
out of special measures at the
earliest opportunity.
The recent Section 48 (Diocesan)
report was complimentary of the
school, saying it was good with
some areas outstanding. This was
very gratifying.
The governing body meets
regularly to monitor progress
against targets and works in close
co-operation with the Interim
Executive Board to ensure that the
College does its best to meet the
needs of every student in our care.

Congratulations to Year 11 students
Year 11 students have recently sat mock exams and these indicated that
the current Year 11 is on track to equal if not better our best ever results
from last year. The English Language GCSE results are superb with 83% of
students achieving a C or above. Many students are currently receiving
extra support with their Mathematics GCSE and that, alongside the
many other after College intervention opportunities, means I am
confident that in August students will collect amazing results.
Clare Bailey

Achievement and Progress
As you are probably aware, the
Department for Education recently
published league tables based on
the public examinations from 2013.
Although I have some serious
reservations about the way such
tables are compiled, it was
tremendous to see St Joseph’s do so
well in these league tables. Special
mention has to be made of the
English, RE and Geography
departments which, at GCSE, were
among the top performing
departments out of all schools in
Swindon and Wiltshire. Sincere
thanks and congratulations to all the
students and colleagues who
worked so hard for these results.
In January our Year 11 and Sixth
Form sat pre- public or mock
examinations. Results were positive
overall but students know that they
must continue to be very focused if
they are to achieve their full
potential. The public examinations
will be upon us again very soon.
Obviously, it is of paramount
importance that everyone focuses
on completing courses, revising
thoroughly and making the most of
all the support available in order to
achieve as well as possible.
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Rock School Concert
On Thursday 16th January, four bands from the College
Rock School performed in the College hall. Each band
were asked to do a ‘set’ lasting at least five minutes. The
‘older’ bands performed 20 minute sets. This gave them
the opportunity to experience a real live band situation.
Rock School meets once a week
on a Thursday from 3-4pm and
we work in collaboration with
Swindon Rock School. If you are
interested in joining please see
Miss Collins for more details.
We do not teach you how to play
the instruments so you must
already play – we teach you how
to be a band!

The atmosphere at the concert
was amazing. Everyone worked
really hard before hand to
rehearse for the concert. But when
I was on stage with my band, I had
a sudden boost of confidence and
adrenaline. For the 20 minutes we
were on it felt like 20 seconds.
I enjoyed every minute on stage
with my band.
Chris Waite

Sixth Form Entrepreneurs
Our budding Sixth Form entrepreneurs are working closely with
Outset Swindon. Swindon Borough Council has commissioned leading
business and economic development company YTKO to deliver its
award-winning Outset business start-up support in the town.
Outset Swindon offers a range of services which includes information
sessions, one-to one support, business start-up workshops and help with
accessing finance. For further information please contact Miss Green Coordinator for Careers, Work Experience and Enterprise Learning.

Sweden Youth
Gothia World Cup
Helena Diaz-Butcher has been chosen to
represent Swindon Town Girls Centre for
Football Excellence in the Gothia World
Youth Cup in Sweden in July.
‘When I found out that I was being picked
to go to Sweden, I was really pleased and
I’m looking forward to the challenge it will
offer and to meeting people from other
teams in other countries’.

International
Stars

This is a new group which
started last term. It is made
up of several different
nationalities and they support
each other by learning about
different cultures and learning
about the new communities
they live in.
H. Dooley (Curriculum Support)

Life Skills Club

‘Every Wednesday over the
past few weeks, we have
been cooking lots of different
food. We have cooked
muffins, pizza, sausage and
pasta and many more. Mrs
Fraser teaches us how to use
different skills and we help
each other out all the time.’
Carrie-Ann Ward

Change of Address or Phone Number
If you move house, or update your phone number, please can you ensure
you notify the College as soon as possible. Many thanks for your co-operation.
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We are called into fellowship
On Wednesday the 22 of January, seven St. Joseph’s pupils walked to
Holy Rood Church to celebrate Christian Unity Week. When we arrived
we were greeted with hot beverages and friendly people. After making
ourselves familiar to each other we gathered in quiet prayer saying,

Lord Jesus Christ,
Who said to your apostles:
Peace I leave you,
My peace I give unto you;
Look not on my sins but on the faith of your Church
And graciously grant her peace and unity
In accordance with your will.
Who live and reign forever and ever.
Amen
Following this we were asked to consider how we experienced fellowship with God.
The person who led us in reflection then asked us to join in prayer as we sang the
hymn “Do Not Be Afraid”. Next, a member of the group led us in the reading of John
15:12-17 about the commandment Jesus gave us to love one another as I have loved
you. After reading this we gave, in our opinion, words that had meaning to us. To finish
this gathering of Christian Unity we proclaimed a final prayer with the words of:

Father of love,
You have called us into the fellowship of your Son
And appointed us to bear witness to the gospel.
By the grace of your spirit,
Enable us to overcome our divisions
And dwell together in unity,
So that our joy may be complete
Through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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Dates for
your Diary
17th- February Holiday
21st

FEB
24th

FEB

College Reopens
for Students
Year 9 Parents’
Evening (ABLM)

27th 5.30pm

MAR

Year 9 Parents’
Evening (CESW)

4th 5.30pm

MAR

Year 8 Parents’
Evening (ABLM)

18th 5.30pm

MAR

Staff Training Day

19th

MAR

Year 8 Parents’
Evening (CESW)

26th 5.30pm

Joe Morse and Elliot Skittrall

Duke of Edinburgh Award
Duke of Edinburgh Award training has been
running for the last few months; this involves
students from Years 9 to 12 learning a variety
of skills, from navigation to tent-pitching.
We have cooked hot
chocolate on Trangia stoves,
timed ourselves pitching
tents and even tested our
navigations skills whilst being
totally dependent on a
compass, as we had large
bags over our heads! This
activity had mixed results, as
some people managed to
follow the correct paths,
whereas others wandered
completely off course!

We have also been learning
about important skills like
packing a bag correctly,
knowing what to take on an
expedition and working
together as a team. The
training sessions have been
enjoyable and informative,
and have helped prepare us
for our expeditions, which will
be taking place later this year.
Naomi South

College Life
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Swindon Maths League
Three teams of four students from
Years 8 and 9 represented St Joseph’s
in the first round of the Swindon Maths
League at Ridgeway on 29 January.
They played competitive board games against
pupils from other schools, and then the scores were
averaged out to find a winner. St Joseph’s came
second out of nine schools, so well done to all.
The next round will be the Junior Team Challenge
at Royal Wootton Bassett in March.

Alcohol Awareness Day
Friday 24 January 2014

The Holocaust
Memorial

Friday was a very informative day for us Year 9s
with investigations ranging from drinking alcohol
to the after effects of alcohol.
To start the day, we watched a
realistic drama play on the effects of
drinking lowering your inhibitions,
the consequences and the wrong
perceptions of the amount of a unit of
alcohol. The play was based around a
true story following a girl as she goes
through the four stages of intoxication
for the first time under bad
circumstances. We were taught a
wide variety of skills to take on board.
Throughout the day, we learnt from
different members of the organisation

who came in. They made us aware of
not only the physical, but the social and
mental effects drinking can cause us.
We also discussed sex and how a
relationship should not be built on that
alone but on the pillars of trust,
confidence, mutual respect,
communication, love and so much more.
We looked at the issues from both a
male and female point of view and got
advice for the future.
Rhoda Mwangi and Jamie-Lee Baker

Celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the
world wide web with the UK Hour of Code!
March 3-9: every student and classroom can learn
how fun coding is in just one hour.
The UK Hour of Code is a self-guided
activity that every student (and every
teacher), in every classroom, can do.
A variety of hour-long tutorials will be
available for students and teachers to
try out the basics of computer science.
Today, we’re surrounded by
technology. Many students have their
own tablets and phones — and yet too
few are learning how computers
actually work. Simple computer
science activities can help nurture

creativity and problem solving skills.
By getting a feel for computational
thinking early, students will have a
foundation for success in any future
career path.
In the UK, 1 in 20 of the working
population has a job in IT, and the IT
specialist workforce is forecast to
grow nearly twice as fast as average.
More details to follow after half-term,
but see Mr Firth for more information.

On Monday 27th January a
group of students and the
Lay Chaplain all walked to
the Cenotaph in Swindon
town centre to attend a
ceremony in memory of
those whose lives were lost
in World War II.
As we arrived, people crowded
around the statue anxious to
hear the informative voice of
the man about to speak.
Despite the rain, the service
continued and we heard of the
tragedies that occurred many
years ago. As we listened, to
words of sadness it made us
think of people who lost the
ones they loved. After the
service was over the Mayor of
Swindon presented a large,
floral wreath in memorial to
those who died. Thoughts were
shared and photos were taken.
I’m glad I was there to see it.
Joseph Morse

College Life

Young Enterprise;

See how real
business works
On Thursday 30th January
six members of the Year 10
Young Enterprise team visited
a factory run by the Great
Western Packaging Group
(GWP), just outside Cricklade.
This highly successful business was
launched on a small scale in Swindon
20 years ago and is now one of the
leading designers of packaging in the
country, with two large factories
supplying customers across the UK.
The Managing Director of the company,
Ruth Cook, met the six St Joseph’s
students in the board room, where an
enlightening question and answer
session took place. Ruth was very helpful
in giving the students advice on how to
develop the businesses they have
launched as part of the Young
Enterprise Project. She also offered
practical help with producing
resources that the teams might need
to improve their business plans.
The visit finished with a tour of the
factory, where the students got to see
the GWP in action.
St Joseph’s would like to thank GWP
and Ruth Cook in particular for an
enlightening and inspiring afternoon.
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Sports News
NETBALL
The Year 7 and 8 teams took part in the Swindon Schools
Netball League. This was a series of matches played over
Terms 1 and 2 with points awarded according to the results.

YEAR 8

YEAR 7

The Year 8 team played extremely
well, managing to improve with
every game they played. The
squad rotated positions until the
strongest combinations were found
and they fought hard every game
with a couple of wins at the end of
the season. The girls had great fun
training and competing together
and managed to finish in the top
half of the table. A big well done to
Nina Gomez, Taania Saeed, Keisha
Ishani, Jessica Downet, Georgina
Muroki, Oshin Raposo, Orla Smith,
Rachel Guerreiro, Angel-Grace
Duffield and Jeane Longoria for
their hard work and commitment
to the season.

The Year 7 team played very well in
each match winning all but one of
their fixtures and finishing second in
the league. The team success was
down to excellent shooting from
Grace Fitzgerald, Morgan Barbieri,
Megan Barbieri and Erin Robinson.
Strong defence by Glory Iwuoha,
Jessica Campbell, Leesha Anthony
and Krishu Rai limited the opposition
goal scoring opportunities. Centre
court was dominated by Ilena
McCann with excellent feeding of
the circle by Megan Neely and
Gabriella Boccardo. Well done to
all the girls who took part it; was a
great squad effort to finish so high
up in the table.

WILTSHIRE SCHOOLS CROSS COUNTRY
The Year 7 and 8 teams took part in the Swindon Schools Netball
League. This was a series of matches played over Terms 1 and 2 with
points awarded according to the results.

SWINDON SCHOOLS GIRLS INDOOR FOOTBALL
The Year 7 girls have made a fantastic start to their league campaign
securing a 5-2 victory over Swindon Academy in the first game of the season.
The squad of Melia Horgan, Chelsea Barbieri, Jessica Campbell, Aimee Prinzi,
Shannon King, Amelia Sharp and Thulani Lewinski passed the ball well on the
way to their convincing win. We wish tem every success through the season.

Move over Picasso,
here comes Flexible Pathway
The Year 10 Flexible Pathway students
were recently involved in a crosscurricular activity examining how symbols
are used in aboriginal art and getting the
chance to create some of their own.
They would like to thank Mr Rutter for
providing some much needed expertise.
It was great to be able to do some
practical work as I didn’t take Art as a
GCSE. I found the topic really interesting
and this type of art work was accessible
for me and I was able to produce
something that I was really pleased with.
Swisszel D’Mello

Trips
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Year 11 Residential at Villiers Park
The Year 11 Residential at Villiers Park, Cambridge
was about the importance and relevance of
communication in life and all areas of learning.
There was a focus upon codebreaking and decryption
using various methods such as Caesar shift and RSA,
which developed skills of applying new ideas, analysis,
creativity, communication and logical thinking. How to
boost learning in the core subjects of Mathematics and
English was also included in which Scholars were given
insights into exploring and studying these subjects at a
higher, challenging level. Students worked in teams
together with pupils from other schools to deliver a final
presentation on their own encryption methods of
communication using secret codes.

KINTBURY ‘QUOTES’ YEAR 7

Kintbury is a retreat centre in Berkshire, which offers retreats for all ages; many
find this a very powerful and unique experience. All Year 7 students have the
opportunity to visit Kintbury. Below are some quotes from a recent visit.
“ I loved Kintbury. It was nice and quiet and
interesting and funny – we were in the middle
of the countryside.” Bianca

“ At Kintbury we wrote about our journey
through life, played some games, then went
on a walk. This was a good day and I really
enjoyed it.” Monty

“ I liked Kintbury because it was fun and we did
loads of activities. My favourite bit was when
“Well, today was a really fun day. We stayed in
we went on the walk.” Maryliss
a vast house with a lot of rooms. First, we got
sorted into groups. My leader was a lovely girl.
“ Finally, it was Wednesday. We were going to
She was very kind. We were then put into pairs
St Cassian’s Kintbury. When we arrived we
to go for a long walk. It was a really good day.”
were taken up to the De La Salle room. We
Vaila
were put into groups and went into a different
room and played a few games to get to know
“ I enjoyed Kintbury because it was lots of fun
each other. My favourite part was when we
and we found out lots of things about each
went on the walk with a partner. We had to
other. The young people who live there
climb over fences and jump over mud.”
supported us in a friendly way. Thank-you.”
Ashwell

Alisha

Subject News

Pre-teaching Award
As part of the pre-teaching
award (which will help our
applications if we want to
become teachers), we have
been given the opportunity
to listen to students who need
to improve their reading.
This is really interesting for us. We get
to meet some fantastic students who
want to develop their reading skills, and
their opinions on books and characters
are imaginative and creative.
To work with these students is a real
treat! We are really enjoying it and we
know that some of the students have
begun to enjoy it too! It is a privilege
listening to a student read, improve
and have fun all at the same time.
Some of you may think that reading is
just to help you learn about something
for school (pass your exams), but there
is SO MUCH MORE… It’s a brilliant form
of escapism! You can lose yourself in a
fantasy world, where YOU can decide
what is going to happen next. Reading
can help you to relax and forget about
the stress and strain of day-to-day life;
reading helps build up your confidence
and gives you something else to talk
about with your friends!
In addition to our work as reading
buddies, we also help out in lessons on
a regular basis, from Year 7 to Year 11
classes. Not only does this wonderful
opportunity allow us to develop our
teaching skills, but it’s been inspiring and
great fun to work alongside the keen
and animated students in these classes.
Every time we go into a lesson we can
guarantee that we will learn something
new from the teachers. We look forward
to continuing with our pre-teaching
award and all that comes with it!

IGCSE Exam Review
In my November 2013 examination, I achieved my C grade by 8 extra
marks. In my reading exam paper 1, I got 36 marks which was a C grade
and for my writing exam paper 3, I also got 30 marks which was a C
grade and finally for my speaking and listening, I got 21 marks - a C grade!
I did better in my reading paper out of the other papers. This is all with the
help of Mrs Ash’s extra after school support classes and with the hard
work that I did in school during my lessons and homework and the
revision that I did at home. In total for my IGCSE exam I have got 84
marks, I felt really pleased and proud of myself because I have made a
huge progress since my May 2013 exam.
Catherine D’Souza
In English this year, I achieved a C grade in my paper 1 Core reading
paper, and went above a C grade, by 5 marks. I think this is because I
learnt to use both structure and language better in my writing, and took
my time and thought about what I had to write before doing it. As well as
planning a lot beforehand. This is all thanks to the after school booster
sessions I attended. These sessions helped me a lot and I felt a lot better
going in to my exam thanks to them!
Nuala Jones
I got a C by using the English exam techniques in my exam which made it
clearer about what the question and text was asking me. On the 23rd
January 2014 I received my retake mark. I felt very nervous before I had
received my mark because I had thought I had failed, but when it said I
had got a C I felt such a relief like something was lifted off my back. It was
an even bigger sense of pride when I had heard I had 90 marks and for a
C was 76.
Thomas Mansfield
When I got my results in November 2013, I was relieved that all the hard
work I had put in in the autumn actually paid off. All through SeptemberNovember, My teacher would have the class work on past papers so that
we would feel more comfortable with what will be expected in the exam.
We worked on these papers as a class and learned techniques to build
our vocabulary range and to add more detail into our plans so that we felt
more prepared for the exam. We constantly went over different papers in
class, until we felt that we knew the paper structure inside and out. After
doing all the work in class, I felt very confident in the exam and thankfully I
passed My IGCSE second time round.
Caitlin O’Leary

Joanna and Jenny

Alternative Curriculum
Year 10 are currently finalising their AQA Project Qualification.
This involves the completion of an
individual project on an area which
has been confirmed by their teacher,
a lengthy research period, a written
report and a formal presentation to
an audience.
This is our second year of Project
Qualifications with Year 10.

This year's projects have ranged
from designing a storage system for
art materials, the history of Doctor
Who, British food and the design and
manufacturing of artificial flowers!
Students are encouraged to focus
on their independent learning
journey which will, in turn, support
them in all areas of their studies.
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House News
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Buckfast

Glastonbury

This year’s charity week started with a lot
of enthusiasm and the community of
Buckfast readily joined in to raise money
for local charity, Jubilee Gardens.

At the end of last term we said a farewell
to Mr Harney who has moved on to new
role at a new school.

Different tutor groups
collaborated to host a
variety of exciting activities
including Santa’s Grotto, a
chocolate fountain, candy
floss, tea and coffee and
much more! In total we
raised over £700! Well
done and thank you for all
of your support.
Without doubt the biggest
contribution has come
from 9A who deserve
special recognition
having raised an
impressive £418 through
their sponsored silence.

This term we are
delighted to announce
three new roles within
Buckfast House; the House
Captain Jennifer Jurga,
the assistant House
Captains Astria Rodrigues
The significant contributions (KS4) and Carlo De Mello
and generosity of all
(KS3). The team are very
students and staff will
enthusiastic about their
enable the College to
role and so if you have
support the good works any suggestions for
of all the local House
House events please do
Charities. Thank you.
see them.

Walsingham
On Thursday 19 December, Walsingham
had their turn at raising money for their
charity; The Harbour Project Swindon.
There were many
successful events such as
the Pancake Bar and
Santa’s Photobooth
where I had a picture
taken with Santa and his
Elf. We also had people
throwing water balloons
at other ‘not so lucky’
people for money, a
penalty shootout and a
guess the Secret Santa
Teachers Edition. There
were also many, many
cake sales such as 7M’s
and 7E’s which were both
very successful.
My two favourite events
were the Splash the

Student event and 10M’s
Daniella Granato busking
with her ukulele for
charity money. We
learned a lot of things,
that will help us in the
future like promoting and
advertising. As different
tutor groups we fought
for House Points and the
overall win for money
raised. I was very proud
to be a part of
Walsingham that day!
Well done to everyone
who participated in
Charity Day!
Francesca Bell & Filip Zolopa

As an original head of
house he led Glastonbury
to success last year and
also helped the students
raise in excess of £350
during Charity week just
before Christmas. There
were a variety of fund
raising activities including
knitted stockings for your
Christmas tree, cakes sales,
tuck shops and more.

We are pleased, therefore,
to welcome a Mr Clapton
as our new head of house.
We are sure he will
inspire us to achieve
more house points and
win the Easter Plaque.

This term also welcome
other new roles with in
the House. We have a
House Captain, Brendon
Ishani and two assistants
Prospect Hospice have
who are Niamh Smith
been invited into our next (KS4) and Owen Lee
house assembly to
(KS3). All three students
receive a cheque and this are looking forward to
money will help support
their new roles and if you
the excellent work the
have any suggestion or
hospice do in supporting ideas for house event
terminally ill patients in
please pass them on.
the Swindon area.

Evesham
Congratulations to Evesham on winning
the Christmas Cup last term! It is down
to your consistent effort and work as a
community that we were successful once
more, so well done to all Evesham students.
Thank you to all students
in Evesham who
contributed to our charity
day before Christmas,
whether by providing a
stall or enjoying the
goodies on offer! To help
the work of Swindon
Young Carers, events
such as tuck shop stalls,
tombola and cake sales
managed to raise £351.08.
Well done everyone as
your generous
contributions of time and
money allows the
College to support the
work of local charities.
A special thank you goes
to 10W and their FIFA
XBOX match between
Bertram Clement and Mr

Barkham. They raised just
over £45 selling tickets for
the match. Unfortunately,
poor Mr Barkham lost and
paid the penalty by losing
his hair. It was all for a
good cause!
A warm welcome to our
House Student
representatives. They are
excited about their roles:
our House Captain
Nishita Thapa, and her
Assistant House Captains
Lola Funsho (KS4) and
Sofia Anthulakis (KS3).
If you have any
suggestions for House
events or things you
would like discussed at
Student Parliament then
please get in touch.

