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Once again, our newsletter highlights the impressive range and
quality of the sporting, cultural and charitable opportunities now
on offer to all St. Joseph’s students. It is fantastic to read the match
reports from the Swindon football league, learn about the high
quality work done with Plymouth University on the Ambassadors of
the Earth Programme, look back with pride on ‘Into the Woods’, and
share all the other individual and group successes highlighted here.
More than ever, it is important for all our students to make the most
of the opportunities on offer. They are only at St Joseph’s for five
years – it’s a time that passes all too quickly, so in the words of the
Roman poet Horace, ‘Carpe Diem’ or ‘Seize the day’ would be a
great message for all students to take into the new academic year
in September!

Dates for your diary:

Of course, we must acknowledge all the staff who organise and
support enrichment – running weekly clubs, coaching sports
teams, directing and producing performing arts, investing time
in expeditions and trips at weekends etc. etc. Their dedication to
providing these activities is driven by their commitment to the
whole St Joseph’s community and particularly to the students, and
the value they bring to the whole experience of ‘school life’ should
never be underestimated, so thank you to all of them for their work
this year.

19th September - Year 7
Curriculum Evening, 4pm

The work of the Chaplaincy Team continues to go from strength to
strength, much to the credit of our Chaplain, Marion Aspell, and all
the other staff and students involved. Their fundraising activity this
year has enabled us to make significant contributions to the British
Red Cross, the Harbour Project, Fairtrade, CAFOD, and the Emmaus
Partnership Project Uganda. Overall, they raised the impressive
total of £7698.71, so really well done to all concerned!
Finally, I hope you enjoy reading the newsletter as much as I did,
and I hope that you and your families also enjoy a peaceful and
restful Summer.
Jerry Giles – Head of School

Respect

Inclusivity

25th August - GCSE results
day
1st & 2nd September Teacher Training Days,
Closed to Students.
5th September - Start of
term one
Year 7 & 9 School photos 9th September

20th September - Year 8
Curriculum Evening, 4pm
21st September - Year 9
Curriculum Evening, 4pm
22nd September - Year 10
Curriculum Evening, 4pm
23rd September - Year 11
Curriculum Evening, 4pm
28th September - School
Open Evening, 6pm
30th September - Teacher
Training Day, Closed to
Students.
17th October - Year 7
Parents Evening - Pop Y
19th October - Year 7
Parents Evening - Pop X

Equality

Nurturing

Growth

Accountability

Year 9 ‘POWER UP’ at the Science Museum
It was all fun and games for Year 9 when they were whisked away to
the Science Museum in London for a day of interactive learning!

The day started with the very popular 'Power Up' exhibition. Students were able to play on a variety
of game consoles, from the newest OLED Nintendo Switch, to the older, yet still popular, consoles
such as the PlayStation 4 and Nintendo Wii, as well as PC games. The opportunity to play such a
wide choice of games was enjoyed not just by the students, but the teachers too! A few of which
were glued to the once very popular game ‘Guitar Hero’.
During the afternoon the group moved on to the ‘Marvels of
Medicine’ exhibition, where they had to complete an activity
trail. The exhibition provided students with various examples
of medicine throughout the years, and timelines of the
advancements that have been made to improve cure rates and
the standard of treatment. One of the most notable examples in
the exhibition was the iron lung machine which was used to keep
a patient breathing when suffering muscle damage from a polio
infection. When seeing this machine, many students exclaimed:
“I would hate to have to lay in that; I would feel trapped.” Which
made them all very thankful for the vaccinations that now exist.
Finally, the calmness provided by the various statues and art pieces in the ‘Faith, Hope and Fear’
gallery gave them all a moment to reflect on the importance of healthcare in our lives, especially
as we have been so closely impacted over the last two years. It can often be taken for granted, but
everyone on this trip has been reminded just how important it is.
‘Tutor groups 7F, G, H, I, J visited both Lacock and
Avebury on 27th April. In Avebury, students had a
historical tour where they learnt about the history
and importance of Avebury to Wiltshire, putting the
facts together to work out how Avebury came to be.
In Lacock, students put their detective skills to the test
to find the answers to the quiz throughout the Abbey
and in the village.
A fantastic day was had by all, with many shop keepers
and members of the public in Lacock commenting on
how polite and well-behaved our year 7 students were.

While Year 10 practice fitness & mindfulness at College
In today’s world, it’s important that young people understand that their mental health is just
as important as their physical health and that the two are closely linked.
On 27th April, a number of different activities were arranged for our year 10 students to take part in.
From bootcamps to wreath making, set design to puzzle solving, students were shown that practising
mindfulness and wellbeing can be done in a wide variety of ways.

Operation Fit put students through Bootcamp!

Crafting is a great way to focus the mind.

Our Year 8 students and the RE department went to visit the famous museum in Oxford, the
Oxford Jewish Synagogue and a Jewish centre. Students learnt about different artefacts
connected to religious events in history at the museum and had a lovely time relaxing in the
wonderful galleries. A highlight of the trip was the Oxford Jewish Synagogue, where students were
treated to a talk by a member of the Jewish community.
This was followed by a visit to the Jewish Slager Centre,
where students met with the rabbi who gave them a talk
about Shabbat and Jewish rituals.
“We really enjoyed the trip; the best bit was going to
the Synagogue. We learnt that Jewish people do not
read a Christian Bible, but read from the Torah and they
read from right to left. We were told all about Jewish
traditions, such as food they don’t eat, how they pray,
and we loved meeting the rabbi! We also learnt how
important Moses is in the Jewish faith, that the religion
is 4000 years old and about their day of rest (Shabbat)
on a Saturday.”

We are...
Year 7 & 11 Boys crowned this year’s Swindon Schools’ Football
Champions League winners!
The boys under 16s football team took on Nova
Hreod on the 17th May. After a triumphant win
against Swindon Academy at home in the semifinal, the boys knew they had to back it up again
this week against a tougher opposition. The side
was captained by year 10 Maciej Biecek who led
from the front. After a strong start playing into
a fierce rainy head wind, the score was 2-1 to
SJCC at half time. The boys went into half time
motivated and felt confident that they had the
ability to defeat a tough opposition. The second
half was extremely competitive and physical.
Both sides were showing plenty of emotion and
passion and you could clearly tell that this game
was a final match. The final result was 4-2 to
SJCC! The boys should be tremendously proud of
their efforts and performance.

MATCH SQUAD: Louis F, Luis AS, Jaivon K, Jack
U, Isaac O, Joseph O, TK M, Ryan M, George P,
Jeremy W, Tom P, Christian S, Oliver M, Harry K,
Maciej B

The final of the Champions League was played at
Royal Woottonbassett FC against Great Western
Academy - recent winners of the year 7 County
Cup. SJCC started the game full of energy and
completely dominated, putting GWA under pressure
they weren’t used to and continued to attack while
GWA grew steadily throughout - the game was finely
poised between two very good footballing teams.
GWA were first to strike with a good solo goal by
their star player. This galvanised SJCC who pushed
back strongly looking for an equaliser, then disaster
struck! A lucky rebound went straight into the run of
their striker who made it 2 – 0. After a Churchillian
inspired half time team talk, Jurgen/Pep Iles roused
the team for the second half. We went back in strong
then came Antoni’s moment of brilliance, scoring
in the corner and reducing the deficit to 2-1! It was
game on and a few minutes later we equalized
with a great header from Anthony leaving GWA
stunned. A fairly equal game during the extra time
meaning PENALTIES - all square after five penalties
each and it’s into sudden death. GWA were up first,
Adam saves again and Simon scores - stand up two
heros! What a game and what a win. Championees,
Championees. Well done to the whole squad!

Mr Tew

Mr Iles

GOAL SCORERS: Christian S (3 goals), Jeremy W
(1 goal)

...the Champions!
The Year 9 rounders team gave Dorcan Academy the run around in
their fixture on 23rd June. First innings left the score at 7 – 10 to St
Joseph’s, despite six of our players being stumped out in the first 10
bowls. The second half we managed improve our decision-making
skills to finish the game with an impressive score of 15 to 22!
Well done team; you should be extremely proud of yourselves. You
worked and played as a team and this was reflected in the score.
Women of the match, chosen by the Dorcan players, went to both
Faith (batting top scorer) and Muskan (top bowler).
Team: Steph, Faith, Lyllia, Jodi, Ruby, Muskaan, Precious, and Marenyl.

Going for Gold!
Don’t start an argument with Dana Sworder 8A – he might just tie you in
knots!
Dana is currently the British Open Champion at Brazilian Jiu Jitsu – he won
this title for the 65kg Grey Belt division – swiftly and easily dispatching
opponents, via landslide point decisions or submission victories, and is
on the path to winning the gold. This feat is even more impressive when
you consider some of his competitors were significantly older than him!
Most recently, he competed in the Somerset Open in the Gi and No Gi
competitions. Once again Dana came out trumps, winning gold in both
competitions with relative ease – forcing all his opponents to submit!
We wish Dana all the very best in his pursuit of Brazilian Jiu Jitsu mastery.
As we go to press Dana will be competing in the Elite World BJJ Event at
Wolverhampton.
Well done Dana from all at St Joseph’s. Bring back the gold!

Archie Hammer!
Congratulations to Archie Kinneir in Year 9 who has just represented the South West, at Hammer (Athletics).
Archie travelled to Manchester last week to compete in the National Finals!
Archie competes for Swindon Harriers Athletics Club and has excelled in this year’s competition, beating
his PB repeatedly. Archie’s PB is currently 42.42m and this ranks him as 5th in his age group in the entire
country!
Cricket
The U13s boys’ cricket team has faced multiple opposition this term. However,
they are constantly developing and improving their skills and are growing
as a team. Two of our players play for clubs outside of school, and they
have shown really strong leadership and have helped motivate the rest
of the team.
The team has had mixed success but has gained a lot of experience
playing against tough oppositional sides. They show great promise
and should definitely look forward to next summer.

		

St. Joseph’s Got Talent
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE
students work really hard to achieve the
quality and presentation of their practical
work. As their independence grows they add
creativity and finesse to their practical work
by developing their own personal style using
their gained knowledge of ingredients and
cooking techniques.
The students encourage and support each
other, creating an environment in which they
can inspire and shine!

The return of St. Joseph’s Got Talent was very exciting for
everyone, as it was the first time any live performances
took place at the College since the start of the pandemic.
With Performing Arts being restricted in schools due to
Covid, there are many students who have missed out in
taking part in shows and concerts. But now we’re back!
So many students came to audition this year; we even had
teachers joining in!
For the finals, the students performed in front of specially
invited judges from the Swindon area; Dawn Ball, a piano
teacher from Swindon who also helps organise the
Swindon Piano Festival; Sally Benyon, retired Dance/Ballet
Instructor and Examiner; Genna Lane, Principal of Swindon
Stagecoach and Miss Nimaga, Year 9 Academic Head of
Year. The judges had the mammoth task of choosing the
winners from each area and to also choose overall Junior
and Senior Winners.
The Performing Arts team have been really impressed with
the standard of all the performances and the amount of
preparation the students have put in to the competition.

The talented, and hard working, students who attended
Year 9 Art Club this term created this key prop that
featured in the College’s ‘Into the Woods Jr.’ production.
Students invested around 8 hours designing and painting
this beautiful piece of work.
The Art department run Art Club for KS3 students every
Wednesday; providing them with the chance to play,
make, design and create their own pieces. Students enjoy
the freedom of working in many different mediums.
Well done to the year 9 students for the fantastic effort
and work put into this prop. It really helped to bring this
year’s production to life!
Art club is one of many enrichment opportunities
available to students at the College. A full list is available
on the Activities & Visits page on our website.

Ambassadors of the Earth
This year students have worked closely with Plymouth University to launch the Ambassadors of the Earth
programme. Students meet weekly to discuss how to improve the environment at the College, and the
importance of reducing, reusing and recycling. You may have seen the mound of plastic bottles in GFA1! These
have been collected, washed and repurposed so they do not end up in landfill. Plastic is not biodegradable;
it does not disappear, it just gets smaller! Students also litter pick after school on Thursdays, both inside
the school and outside on the playground to improve the environment for everyone and keep waste away
from animals. They even rescue plastic bottles that have been dumped in classroom bins, saving them
from landfill.
Our ambassadors have been sharing their presentations on global issues and solutions on the screens in
The Street and Reception. Please take time to read them; we have one planet and we need to think about
what we can do as individuals, and as a College to reduce waste. As the final stage of this project, students
have recently signed their pledges which is recognised by institutions worldwide; great for the planet
and their CVs! Congratulations to all those students who took part and we look forward to old and new
members next year.
Here are a few slides from Jude and Sara’s presentation on the impact of food production on the environment.

Studies within education have shown that the
discovery of philosophy not only awakens young
people to a new way of thinking, but they are able to
learn with a fresh perspective through philosophical
concepts and the experience of philosophical
enquiry and dialogue.
We have been fortunate enough to have been
provided a 10-week course by ‘Philosophy for Teens’,
funded by the Royal Institute of Philosophy. A number
of Year 10 students attended interactive weekly
sessions, and at the end of the course received a
free book and certificate from the Royal Institute
of Philosophy. Students were very engaged and
enthusiastic during their comprehensive journey
through philosophical exploration.
This has been a fantastic opportunity for year 10
students as it’s a great addition to their CV’s!
The course has explored questions such as: ‘What
can I know?’ ‘Is it possible to prove that you are
awake right now?’ and ‘Can computers think or fall
in love?’

On the 27th June, St
Joseph's Library invited
students to celebrate the
25th anniversary of the
release of J.K. Rowling’s,
Harry
Potter
The
Philosopher's Stone.
Students were treated
to cakes and “potions”,
and took part in games
and quizzes where prizes
were up for grabs! Many
commented
on
how
much fun it was and said
that they looked forward
to attending events in the
Library next year.
The Library is open to all
students and staff, 8am to
5pm Monday - Thursday
and
8am to 4pm on Friday.

The show will go on!
“Congratulations to the amazing cast of ‘Into the Woods Jr.’ our 2022 college production.
It feels great to come together and perform in front of an audiance after such a long time!
Dan Halpin, Drama
‘Into the Woods Jr.’ is a new take on Stephen Sondheim and James Lapine’s musical fairy-tale about
making wishes and the choices we make in life. The production focuses on the Baker and his wife, who
wish for a child, but are unable to have one as they have been cursed by a witch. However, the witch
reveals a way in which the curse can be broken, so the couple set off into the woods, and their journey
introduces them to all our favourite characters including Little Red, Cinderella, Rupunzel, Jack, and of
course his beloved cow - Milky White.
This was the first production students have been
able to perform in three years due to the pandemic,
and they certainly did the College proud. The Baker’s
Wife delivered a strong performance and Cinderella’s
singing voice was simply angelic; just two of the
many talented cast members, all of whom had
strong, clear voices that made the all cast singing
performances the highlight of the show.
From the fantastic props created by students at art
club, to great direction by the Drama department,
this performance really did create a ‘happily
ever after’ for the end of the academic year! And
we must mention the fabulous performance by
Mr. Williams who played the Witch! Mr. Williams
joined St. Joseph’s earlier this year and has been
a great addition to the Drama department. We’re
delighted that he will continue teaching with us next
year. However, we will be saying a sad goodbye
to Mr. Halpin who will be moving on to pastures
new. Mr. Halpin was the lead director of this year’s
production and worked tirelessly to make it the
success it was. We thank him and wish him well in his
new school.

A fond farewell to our Year 11s
Many events that shape and reflect the Catholic ethos at the College have been on hold recently
due to the pandemic. One of these traditions is the final mass celebrated by Year 11, which is –
apart from attending exams – their final act as students in our community. So it was with great joy
that the cohort of 2022 were able to celebrate a whole year group leavers mass on 25th May.
The anticipation was evident in preceding weeks. Offerings were presented before the formal mass and
students wrote their own bidding prayers. The way the students responded to the communal act of
worship was exceptional; with exams looming on the horizon minds could easily have drifted but this was
not the case. The students were impeccable in their approach, and their staff – sitting alongside them –
spoke with one voice about their great manner and responsible involvement.
The homily was based around the theme of what value work has outside the school and this can only
be considered a crucial message in the modern world. Our students have every opportunity to make
a wonderful impact with their talents in the wider world away from St Joseph’s. Students gave such a
wonderful account of themselves and have been a privilege to know and work with in recent years. The
leaver’s mass was both humbling and uplifting in equal measure.

Baker’s Wife

Baker

Little Red

Jack

