St. Joseph's Catholic College
Christmas Newsletter

Dear Parents/Carers
This has been a strange term
and a strange year. Everyone at
St Joseph’s, both staff and
students, have had to adapt to
a very different way of doing
things. Clearly, things are not
‘normal’ – no clubs, sports
teams, choir, orchestra,
assemblies or activity days, for
example. Teachers moving from
room to room and students
staying in the same place all
day. Limited opportunities to
use IT suites, science labs, DT
rooms and indoor sports
facilities, and masks being worn
wherever we go.

Despite all this, the
enthusiasm our students
have for learning, and their
desire to participate in
whatever is on offer have
really shone through – they
deserve to be thoroughly
congratulated for
everything they’ve done this
term. Clearly, they have
been supported and guided
by all the staff in the school,
and the extraordinary work
that they have managed so
successfully, and I hope you
all agree that they too
deserve to be
congratulated!

Both students and staff now
deserve a well-earned break.
I hope you all have a happy,
safe and peaceful Christmas,
and We all look forward to
welcoming the students back
into school in January.
Merry Christmas everyone!
Mr Giles
Head of School

Year 11 Intervention Support
As a school, we recognise the challenges Year 11 face as a result of the current pandemic.
We recruited a team of teachers to provide a tailored programme that supports the emotional
wellbeing, academic success and future aspirations. The programme is divided into four categories:
mentoring, wellbeing, careers/life skills and academic intervention. All Year 11 students will benefit
from participating in the programme. Here's the intervention support team:

Senior Mathematics Challenge - Congratulations!
This term we had several Year 11 students participate in the Senior Mathematics Challenge run by the
UK Mathematics Trust. This is a highly competitive competition, predominantly aimed at Year 12 and
13. Seven students from St Joseph’s took part and did extremely well. Congratulations to all the
students who participated, your certificates are on their way to you!
Mrs Temple-Richmond

Modern Romantics
Year 8 students have been studying Nature Poetry with a focus on the ‘Romantic Poets’ from the 19th
century such as; William Wordsworth, John Keats, and Percy Bysshe Shelley, etc. These poets
expressed their concerns about the Industrial Revolution, the expansion of cities, and child labor
among other areas, through poetry.
Year 8 were asked to imagine that they were the ‘Romantic Poets’ of today. They had to consider
what they felt were issues within our modern society and use their own voices to express themselves.
Some of the areas students felt were important to write about were; pollution, racism, mental health,
climate change, gender equality, crime, and homelessness.
Please continue reading to see the featured poems on the next page.
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My Tune
I lay in my room my eyes closed inaction
No falsifying dreams
Between my perfect magazine and perfect barrel
I am an instrument that only plays one tune

Not a Dream
Watching as the fishes scream,
I wish it was just a dream.
Sad to say, hard to believe,
in the end we all have to leave.

My tune is dark red
I exhale flames of death
My bullets tear through the flesh of my victims
As my victims scream and bleed

The plastic stretches its hands,
like an octopus searching for its small friend.
I'm a whale that no one understands,
sometimes the sea is my only friend.

They clasp to every breath
As I watch what I have caused
A tear forms from my eyes
A tear stained dark red

The plastic is killing me.
Does it please you to see?
The plastic is killing me.
Why can't you see!

Formed from my own solitude ad emptiness
Is my only purpose in life the allotment of death?
I can take but never give
My emotions cry to me

Seeing the world above makes me dream
but seeing the world below makes me scream.
Weeping out of sorrow,
I hope you see.
Shanaiya Cardozo (8R)

They are rampant in my mind
I am forced to play this tune
My only wish is to sing a different tune
Must I forever suffer?

LGBTQ+
LGBTQ deserve rights,
There should be no squabbling fights.
We’re still human, just like you,
But every protest we go to we still get boos.

I am a tool made by men
I am a weapon of destruction
An instrument of death
I am a gun.

As I walk past an LGBTQ protest,
It looks like a fashion contest.
I start to boo, loud and proud,
I start to get quite a crowd.
I thought they were on my side,
But they actually support the rainbow pride.

Chrispen Dandavare (8R)

You can’t change someone for who
They want to be.
Not you, not me.
As long as they’re happy,
So are we!

Street Wars
A pigeon flies over a war below,
As a silver blade slashes bone marrow.
Screams and shouts and curses I hear,
But screeching sirens pierce my ear

Olivia O’Malley (8M)

The fear could be seen behind his mask,
Why are you doing this; killing I needed to ask.
Your mother is waiting for her boy to come home
Whilst you out here massacring for dominance and an imaginary throne
Your father is working late shifts does he know what you’re doing?
Has he found out about all the lives you’ve been stealing
Your heart is full of sin and greed,
And your soul shall never learn to grieve.
Melroy Teixeira (8L)
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Study Skills
On Tuesday 8 December the Year 11 Support and Lead Practitioner
Team delivered a study skills session on four key areas to help
support students in their mock exam preparation and general
academic success. These were the sessions that took place:
Getting Motivated
Revision Techniques
Using Revision Resources Effectively
Exam Technique and Decoding Exam Questions
"On Tuesday, we were given 4, half an hour sessions from the intervention team. The topics covered
were a success, revision timetables, revision techniques, and exam skills. Personally, I found all of these
sections at least slightly helpful. If I had to pick, I would say my favourite was revision techniques. In this
session, I learned how to use revision resources effectively. Over the past week, I have found these
techniques incredibly useful in aiding my revision and I felt that, even if they didn’t make much shortterm difference, they made me feel more confident in my exams. The technique of 25 minutes of
revision to 5 minutes break also helped me to manage my mental health. Before I saw revision as
daunting, difficult and stressful, so I feel this session really benefitted me."
Though some of the other sessions covered skills that I was already reasonably confident with (e.g.
exam skills), one of my friends told me they really helped her in her physics exam. She managed to
eliminate a few silly mistakes in her work, so she thinks these sessions were also of incredibly high
quality, and that these skills were also really helpful. In summary, I felt that the experience was very
beneficial. The topics covered a range of skills levels, resulting in a 2-hour session that could have
helped anyone in one way or another. Both my academic confidence and mental health have
increased because of it."
Linus Davies 11A

Donation from the National Literacy Trust
Earlier this month we were very grateful to receive a generous donation of books from the National
Literacy Trust, which will be gifted to our students. St Joseph’s works closely with the National
Literacy Trust to continually develop and refine our teaching of language and literature.
The Trust has a number of resources available, suitable for all family members. To find out more
about their inspiring and interesting ideas, please follow the links below:
https://literacytrust.org.uk/communities/swindon/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/zone-in/
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First Term in the Library
Although the Library has been closed so far this year, we have still been trying to be as active as
possible. On the week beginning 9th of October, we held a virtual version of the annual Swindon
Youth Festival of Literature. Due to the current circumstances, none of the authors were able to visit
in person and so they created videos of themselves talking which we showed to the students. While it
was very different because many students are used to the authors performing live, it was still
extremely well received, especially by Year Seven – there was some commendable poetry produced!
There were also three competitions run as part of the Literature Festival – Creative Writing, Poetry and
Illustration. All first-place entries from the in-house competition were judged against the entries from
all the other secondary schools in Swindon, and we are pleased to report that one of our Year Nines
won second prize in the Year 9-11 category of the Creative Writing competition! Well done to everyone
who participated.
The Library will remain shut, sadly, but we have just initiated a system called Request and Receive,
whereby students can borrow books without coming into the Library and it has taken off quite well,
particularly with Year Seven. We will be supporting it rigorously next term and working hard to make
services as accessible as possible for all students.

St Joseph’s Christmas Appeal
This year's Christmas Appeal at St Joseph's was organised by Mrs. Mobey, Mrs. Chivers and the
Student Chaplaincy Team, who have kindly written a short article about the event:
We decided to organise a Christmas Collection and felt this year was even more important than
most. Covid-19 has affected everyone, and as part of our Chaplaincy pledge, we wanted to make
a real difference. With the help of Mrs. Mobey and Mrs. Chivers, we managed to get the word out
to all of our fellow students to bring in items for our appeal. We cannot believe the generosity of
the college. Toiletries, board games, yummy treats and perfume, books, scrabble, teddy bears
and delicious food. Thank you everyone – families within our own community will receive these
gifts and they will definitely put a smile on their faces. Thank you and Merry Christmas!
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St. Joseph's Governance
The St Joseph’s Governing Board is ambitious for all of our young people and we are infused with a
passion for education and a commitment to continuous school improvement that enables the best
possible outcomes. The Academies Financial Handbook continues to play an incredibly important
role in setting out the essential principles for efficient financial management and accountability to
helps us deal with the additional risks we face.
In ensuring St Joseph’s Catholic College undertakes its statutory duties and charitable object we
operate within a committee structure to ensure clarity and independence in decision making and
judgement. The trust board operates with the skills, knowledge and experience required to
discharge our duties and we operate a continual improvement model to ensure best practice.
In operating a Risk and Audit Committee, they advise the board on the adequacy of the trust’s
internal control framework, including financial and non-financial controls and risk management
arrangements, to direct a programme of internal scrutiny and to consider the results and quality
of external audit.
In 2020, COVID-19 provided an unprecedented challenge to the trust and its staff and students. The
impact upon teaching and learning has been enormous and the trust had significant disruption. The
impact upon school resources and finances were also significant.
The trustee board met many times during the early stages of coronavirus to ensure duties were
undertaken and that the wellbeing of staff and students was paramount.
The attitude of staff, students and parents has been remarkable this year and the governing board
fully acknowledge and appreciate the sacrifices that have been made.
The trust has performed to a high standard throughout the coronavirus period and maintained a
high standard of teaching, learning, financial standards, and risk management.

Future Plans
The trustee board will continue to focus on delivering the school strategic plan. The governance
committee structure will be added to with the creation of a Curriculum & Standards Committee in
2020/21 to ensure our governance is further grounded in reality as defined by both high-quality
objective data and a full understanding of the views and needs of students, staff, parents, carers
and local communities.
An expected review of vision, ethos and values in 2020/21 will set high expectations of everyone in
the school community. This includes high expectations for the behaviour, progress and attainment
of all pupils and for the conduct and professionalism of both staff and the board themselves.
With inclusivity and community cohesion being core to the board’s ambitions St Joseph’s Catholic
College will strive for continued improvement of the boards activities to ensure the strategic plans
and vision are progressed for the benefit of our staff, students and community.
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Governor Vacancies
School Governors make a positive contribution to children’s education by offering a supportive
challenge to help raise standards and monitor resources effectively. School Governors work as a
team and come from a wide variety of backgrounds to add value to school life by offering their skills,
expertise and time.
St Joseph’s Catholic College is committed to raising educational standards. We are looking for
dedicated individuals who want to make a difference in the lives of children and are willing to share
their experience in an educational environment.
We are looking for dedicated individuals who can offer their knowledge and expertise in one or more
of these areas; finance, educational, health and safety and education within the Catholic faith.
If you have a passion for improving the life chances of children and can offer supportive challenge to
the leadership of our school in order to help us to fulfill our vision, please email
MFerris@stjosephscollege.net.
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